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CHAP. I. 


- Wu AT is a man profited, if he 
ſhall gain the whole world, and L 
loſe his own ſoul; or what hal! 
a man give in exchange for his 
ſoul?” — Matt. xvi. 26. Theſe | 
| Words of our bleſſed Saviour apply 4 
15 5 898 
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ll | to all caſes where there is any 
| | competition between our temporal 
| | ard eternal concerns. | w 
| | To gain the whole world,” m 
1 ſignifies to gain all the means of ne 


b which this world can ce 


afford; the moſt unbounded com- w 
mand of riches and pleaſures; th 
$ whatever earth can give, or human BY th 


. nature can enjoy. _ pc 
By the * loſs of the ſoul,” is | we 
meant the loſs of life and happi- th 


neſs, and an expoſure to the mi- to 

| ſeries of eternal puniſhment. Our 

| | Saviour does not here examine into po 

| | the nature of the ſoul, or how is ; 

15 much an immortal ſpirit excels the the 

| . whole material world ; but he uſes | ſor 
27 a more 
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a more ſenſible argument to make 


men good, ſince it is the ſame ſoul 


which muſt feel the happineſs or 


miſeries of this world, and of the 
next. And therefore, when he 
compares the gain of the world 
with the loſs of the ſoul, he ſets 
the happineſs of this world againſt 


the miſeries of the next; he op- 


poſes all thoſe enjoyments which 


Ve are capable of feeling here, to 


thoſe unknown mileries which are 


to be the penalty of ſin hereafter. 


When our Saviour therefore pro- 
poſes by way of queſtion, ©* What 


is a man profited, though he gain 
the whole world, and loſe his own 
Joul? —he appeals to every man 


3 - to 
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to judge for himſelf, whether all 
the happineſs of this world can re- 
compenſe the loſs of the next; 
whether it is not better to forego 

the ſhort and ſinful pleaſures of 

this life, than to be miſernbie for 


ever. 15 


we every where behold a buſy 
throng. Reſtleſs; and uneaſy in 
their preſent ſituations, they are 
anxiouſly employed in procuting a 


change; and as ſoon as their wiſh 
is fulfilled, they are as diſſatisfied 
as they were before. The man of 
bulineſs longs for leiſure; and the 


leiſu ure 


- This indesd met a men are ray 
to allow; though few have the re- 
ſolution to practiſe. Around us, 
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WP, 


kilure for which be had longed, 


proves irkſome. The man of re- 


tirement fancies no ſtate ſo happy 
as that of active life; but the tu- 


mult of the world makes him look 
back with regret on the calm hours 


of his former quiet. Beauty, wit, 
riches and honours, are eagerly 


deſired by perſons in every rank of 
life. They are the parent's fondeſt 
wiſh for his child; the ambition 


of the young, and the admiration 


of the aged; and yet, in what 


numberleſs inſtances have they 


proved to thoſe who poſleſled 

them, no better than ſhining ſnares, 
and ſources of laſting miſery! Long 
life js the moſt general, and ſeem- 


23 ingly 


deſire. 


. 
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d ingly the moſt innocent object of = 
But in reſpect to this alſo | 
we ſo frequently err, that it would 

| have. been a bleſſing to many to 
have had their wiſh denied. For, 


as the learned and pious Eraſmus 


bas obſerved, When we pray to 
God to ſpare our lives, without 
ever intending to amend them; 
what is it but deſiring that we may 
be indulged in an opportunity to 
fin as long as poſſible? When we 
pray for riches, and know not how 


to uſe them; or for health, with 


an intention to abuſe it—are not 
ourprayers preſumptuous, and our 
_ devotion impious? We ought ra- 
ther to pray for a better mind, and 
leaye 


4 


or RELIGION. 13 


leave it to God whether-1 we ſhall 
be long-lived or proſperous: being 


anxious only with- St. Paul, that 
** whether we live or die, we may 
live and die in the Lord.“ 


When our Saviour compares the 


f gain of the world with the loſs of 
our ſouls, he can mean no other 


than ſuch. a gain as will forfeit our 
ſouls. A good man may be rich 
and honourable; he may enjoy all 


the lawful pleaſures of this life as 
much as it becomes a man to enjoy. | 
them: he may enjoy them as much 


as God made them to be enjoyed, 


and therefore may be as happy as 


this world was intended to make 
him. 'T his remark i is proper to be 


made, 


” 
PAK rr - 
. We, Z 
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made, in order to prevent any un- 


juſt prejudices againſt the divine 
commands, as if we could not ſave 


our ſouls without renouncing all 


the pleaſures and ſocial comforts 
of this life, and live the life of a 
hermit; whereas, by obſerving the 
laws of virtue and the rules of mo- 
deration, we may enjoy all the hap- 
pineſs this world was made for, 
and all the happineſs which we 
were made to enjoy in this world; 
and yet go to heaven when we die. 
For without railing againſt the 
World, which is God's work, or 
the innocent enjoyments of it, 
which are fitted by our bountiful 
Creator to anſwer all the purpoſes 


of 
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of human nature; it is a vain thing 
to perſuade a man who is caſy and 
proſperous, that this world is not a 


pleaſant place; or that there is no 


difference between a prince and a 
peaſant, between riches and po- 


verty, between pain and pleaſure; 
ſince this would be to perſuade men 
out of their ſenſes, as all feel ſuch 
a difference very ſenſibly. Our 


Saviour's argument conſiſts only in 


a compariſon between the world 
and our ſouls, which does not im- 


ply that the gain of this world's 


advantages is in itſelf worthleſs, 


but only that the loſs of the ſoul is 
infinitely more important to us, 
For though we ſhould ſuppoſe a 

man 


— — : 
. — —— 
4 
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man to have the empire of the 
whole world, to have all the de- 
lights of nature at his command, 

and to have his fortune in his own 


keeping ; all this could be his, but 


for a ſeaſon; and would profit 


nothing, ſhould he loſe his. foul 
after all theſe enjoyments were at 


an end: for who would conſent to 


be this happy man, upon condition 


of being miſerable for ever? Let 


us value the world then as highly 
as we pleaſe, admire its ſplendours, 
and partake of its pleaſures, ſo we 


will but remember at the ſame 
time, that to loſe our fouls is too 


dear a purchaſe for them. The 


only gain of this world, which 
comes 
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comes in competition with our 


ſouls, is a ful gain; what we 


cannot poſſeſs, or cannot enjoy, 
without offending God. Nothing 
but a ſinful gain of this world can 
hurt us; ſinful riches, ſinful ho- 
nours, and ſinful pleaſures: for 


this is the ſcripture notion of world, 


when we are commanded ** not to 


love the world, nor the things that 
are in the world; or, as St. John 


expreſſes himſelf, “all that is in 


the world; the luſts of the fleth, the 
luſts of the eye, and the pride of 
life.” Theſe luſts are called all 


that is in the world,” becauſe bad 

men make no other ule of the good 

things of this world, but to gratify 
their 
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their luſts, their luxury, their ava- 
rice, or their pride. And this only 
is that portion of the world which 
we muſt not love, and the gain of 
Which will deſtroy our ſouls. 5 
Hence, we are enabled to make 
a juſt eſtimate of what this gain of 


the world is, for which ſo many 


men loſe their ſouls. And we 


ſhall find that whatever new degrees 


of riches, or honours, or pleaſures, 
men gain by diſhoneſt or improper 
means, above what they could have 


ot, had they lived “ ſoberly, 


Tighteouſly, and godly,” this is 


their gain, this is the reward of 


their fin, and the. price of their 
ſouls. As ſome ſinners gain very 


little, 
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little, and others gain more of this 


world by their fins; ſo ſome have 
leſs, others have more of this world 
in exchange for their ſouls: but 


none can gain more than the pre- 
ſent rewards and pleaſures of ſin, 
which are very often ſo dearly paid 


for in this life, that a good man 


need not envy. even their temporal 


. 


It is no hard matter indeed to 
prove, though it be not caſy to 
perſuade bad men of it, that the 
ſincere and uniform practice of 
piety and virtue makes a man much 
happier in this life than all ſinful 
pleaſures poſſibly can do: for a 
virtuous man has ſecret enjoyments 

55 which 


—— — 
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which bad men how: nothing of, 


and is exempt from many of their 


troubles and cares. 
The difference between riches 
and poverty is moſt viſible among 


good men themſelves: * for wil- 


dom is good with an inheritance.” 
A good man who has a plentiful 
fortune, is in more happy circum- 


ſtances for this world than a good 


man who is poor and oppreſſed. 


But a virtuous poor man is much 


happier in this world than the 


greateſt and moſt powerful ſinner. 


This reflection may ſeem not to 


affect bad men, becauſe they do not 
Feel what good men enjoy. But 


they can eaſily imagine, that for a 


man 


Its 
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man to be at peace with his own 


conſcience, to have calm and mo- 
derate paſſions, to be contented 
with his ſtation in life, whether 
high or low, to live in ſubmiſſion 
to God, and in entire dependance 


on his providence, with the hea- 


venly hope of an immortal life 


hereafter—theſe are very different 


kinds of pleaſure to what bad man 


feel, who loſe more than can be 


gained in this life, when they for- 


feit the comforts of virtue and the 


conſolations of religion. 
Let us only reflect upon the vi- 
ſible rewards of ſinfulneſs in this 


world, and then we may compute 
its gains. 


Eg + 
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All ſinners, who have not ſinned 


away the ſenſe of virtue, and the 
very belief of a future ſtate, gain 
ſhame and fear, and a guilty re- 
morſe which embitters all their 


lonely hours with the dreadful ex- 


pectations of preſent or future ven- 
| France; | 


[ll-gotten 3 or e 


honours, make them pointed at by 
the finger of ſcorn; and they many 
times ſee themſelves blown up like | 


a bubble, and burſt as ſuddenly too. 


Other ſinners gain a halter, or 


baniſhment from their native coun- | 

try, or impriſonment in it, with 
languiſhing diſeaſes, rottenneſs in 

their bones, or racking pains, 


which 
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- which ſhorten their lives, or make 
their exiſtence miſerable. _ 


And thoſe who gain moſt, lead 


a life of brutiſh ſenſuality, which 


it is impoſſible ſhould give true 


happineſs to a being, who has a 


diviner principle in him, and was 
formed for holier purſuits, 


SUITABLE EJACULATIONS. 


O Almighty Lord! mortify and 
ſubdue all vices in me: and ſo 
ſtrengthen me with thy grace, that 
| by the purity of my life and the 
conftancy of my faith, I may prove 
DEP my 
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myſelf a true e of or bleſſed 


Saviour. 


Grant me true innocency 901 
that my members being 


heart, 
mortified from all worldly and car- 

nal luſts, I may in all things obey 
thy heavenly will. Deliver me 


from the occaſions of ſin, and from 


the importunities of ſuch as delight 
in folly. Guard me from the 
ſnares of enticing company, and 
from the dangerous infection of 
bad examples. 

Preſerve me chaſte and ſpotleſs, 
and undefiled ; that my body may 
be an holy temple, and my ſoul a 
fit ſanctuary for thee to dwell in. 


Grant that I may have power and 


ſtrength 
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firength to obtain victory, and to 
triumph over the world, the fleſh, 
and. the devil. 

mind this important truth; that 


Imprint on my 


the pleaſures of ſin are ſhort and 


momentary ; but the pain and tor- 


ment, eternal: and that the beſt 
which can follow, i bitter res 


prntager. 


Pardon all n my paſt impuritics, 


in thought, word, and deed; and 
give me grace to fly all inciternents 
to evil, that I may bring my body 


into ſubjection to the command- 


ments of thee, O Moſt High; and 
by the influence of thy Holy Spirit, 
that I may perfectly love and wor- 


wy W 17 thy holy name 
Create 
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Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, 


= Amen, 
0 


and renew a right ſpirit 
within me; and ſuffer not my frail- 
ties to become habitual, left I die 
impenitent, and periſh. everlaſt- 
ingly. 
O thou great Phy ficing's of Counts; 
cure me of all the mortal maladies 
which proceed from unholy de- 
fires; that, being outwardly and 
inwardly fortified by the aſſiſtance 
of thy grace, I may preſs towards 
the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


AP. 


* 
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CHAP. | 12 


No man could ever yet find a 
complete ſatis faction in the enjoy- 


ments of ſenſe. Solomon had made 
as many experiments of this nature 
as ever man did; and yet, after all, 
he exclaimed, ** Vanity of vani- 
ties, all is vanity.“ This perhaps, 
to. ſome perſons, may ſeem to re- 


flect upon the wiſdom and good- 


neſs of God in making the world; 
that all things in it are ſo vain and 
empty. But indeed God has made 
all things good and uſeful to the 
ends and purpofes for which he 
made them. We ourſelves make 
fi „„ . the 
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the world vain, by abuſing its be- 
nefits ; we make it vain, by ma- 
king it a. world of luſts, and by 
expecting happineſs from an un- 
lawful gratification of thoſe luſts. 
The natural world is ſufficient to 


| anſwer all the purpoſes for which 


God made it; to ſupply all the 
avants of nature, and to make our 
lives eaſy and comfortable in the 
practice of virtue; and while we 
uſe the world to theſe purpoſes, we 
ſhall find no vanity, no vexation 
in it. Hence, the cure which the 


wiſe man preſcribes for the vanity 

of the world is, to fear God, and 
to keep his commandments: that 
is, to confine c our enjoyments with- 

in 


= 


— * 
: 
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in the bounds and limits of the 
divine laws; for this unites the 
pleaſures of reaſon and religion 
with the enjoyments of ſenſe. 
When our appetites are governed 
by reaſon and religion, they will 
be eafily ſatisfied ; when they ex- 
ceed theſe bounds, nothing will 
e, nh 

By indulging unlawful exceſſes, 


we. make conſcience our. enemy. 


We create cauſes of laſting unhap- 


pineſs: we lead ourſelves into 
temptation.” We ſeek for occa- 
ſions to complain; and are found 
to multiply the troubles of life by 
thoſe very means which were in- 
tended by Providence to remove 
them. 
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them. There ſhould be a time 
for every purpoſe under heaven.“ 
But we give up higher conſider- 
ations to the indulgence of the paſ- 
ſions only. The pleaſures of this 

world become too often the ſole 
objects of our attention and our 
wiſhes. They engroſs all our 
thoughts. They are not merely 
the amuſement, but they are made 
the: by/aneſs of life. The fear 
of God” is not before our eyes. 
We drown ourſelves in a gulf of 
ſenſuality, in which, if reaſon be 
not loſt, religion is ſoon ſwallowed 


delights that can enter into the 
8 beart of man. The health im- 
„ F. 


up; and with it, all the nobleſt 
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paired, the reputation hurt, the 
time and ſubſtance trifled away, 


are the daily and hourly ſacrifices 


to this ungovernable temper. Sur- 
rounded as we are by ſhallow jeſt- 
ers and profane wits, who affect 
to ridicule every thing that is grave 


and ſerious; few, even of thoſe 


who are well-diſpoſed, can find 
ſufficient opportunities to lament 
the errors of their ways! But, 
alas! how few are even found to 
ſeek after ſuch opportunities. We 
are ſo far from lamenting our er- 
rors, that we acknowledge none to 
be lamented. We ſee not our own 
peculiar failings. The ſin that 


0 bin beſets ,19;7%c.thiak is, the 


D 8 favourite 
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favourite and ruling vice, of what- 
ever kind it be, is the laſt thing 


which we perceive; viſible as it is 
to the eye of every human creature 


except ourſelves. The ſerious ad- 
vice therefore, or the remonſtrance 


of a friend, 1s found to be an of- 


fenſive flaw in his character. It 


is conſidered either as an inſtance 


of a ſevere, or an argument of an 
unſocial temper. 


' In the preſent 
refined age, evena parent is ſome- 
times induced to abſtain from ſuch 
a liberty. 
opinion and ſelf. conceit leads him 


to diſdain counſel, naturally makes 


it unwelcome: he interprets the 


earneſt admonitions of an affec- 
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The youth whoſe vain | 


or RELIGION. — 33 


tionate father into expreſſions of 
harſhneſs and ill- will: he propor- 


tions his reſentment to the opinion 
of the injury he ſuſtains, deter- 
mines from that moment to treat 
the rebukes of a parent as he would 
the reproaches of an enemy, and 


returns ** railing for railing.”— 
Inſtead of reforming his errors, he 


defends them, and reproves his 
teacher in his turn. Such an in- 
ſtance preſents us with a melan- 
choly ſpecimen of human depra- 


vity and filial ingratitude. Vet 


thus do we ſuffer prejudices and 
paſſions to prevail over all our na- 
tural feelings and acquired under- 


adi. With abundant induſtry 
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ſmall pains for the improvement 


- of our minds, for the increaſe of 


our faith, or 'the ſecurity of our 
virtue. If ſerious and devout re- 


flection was more frequently en- 


couraged, and the afliftance of the 


protect the integrity of the upright, 


and aſſiſt the reformation of the 
inner. It might prevail with 
tlie wicked to forſake his way, 


and the unrighteous man his 


thoughts.” It might induce the 


unmerciful to become forgiving 


and humane; the voluptuous to 


mw with their exceſſes ; the diſ- 


honeſt 
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honeſt and the crafty with their 


artifices: to the envious it might 


give a ſubmiſſive quiet mind, and 


teach the proud humility. Of the 


many who are engaged in vicious 


purſuits, ſome will certainly be 
found, who are not abandoned to 
all hopes of amendment: and theſe 


may greatly profit by reflecting on 


their ſins. Retired from the va- 


nities of the world, they are RE 


to judge of them more juſtly, and to 
ſee that even the innocent pleaſures 


of life, much more the lawleſs and 
profane, diſappoint expectation 


_ continually. Look into the ſecret 


chambers of the voluptuous and 


| the thoughtleſs, and aſk if they 


D3Z were 
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| wereever found to enjoy. the eli. 
city they expected to find? Too 
- ſeverely will they have proved from 


experience, that under the diſguiſe | 


of pleaſure they have purſued: real 
ſorrow and remorſe. Like the un- 
happy lunatic, they have miſtaken 
a broken reed for a golden ſceptre. 
They are diſappointed in every ob- 
ject of their wiſnes. Their fil 
ver is become droſs. They have 
given their ** money for that which 
is not bread, and their labour for 
that which ſatisfieth not.“ 


Every man who is capable of re- 
flection, muſt, at ſome period of his 


life, be ſenfible of the want of it. 
The truth 1 18, and it may be wiſe to 
diſcover 
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9 
diſcover it, we dare not vellecti It 
is intolerable pain to remember 
thoſe things, whereof our “ con- 


ſcience is afraid.” As St. Paul 
«« reafoned' of temperance, righte- 
ouſneſs, and judgment to come, Fe- 
lix trembled.“ Art, ingenuity, 
and an air of virtue, cover a multi- 
tude of imperfections from the eye 
of human obſervation, but con- 
ſcience diſcovers the very truth. 
There needs no ſeverer witneſs to 
teſtify againſt that unhappy man 
who hath on his own heart his ac- 
cuſation written. The miſerable 
wounded ſpirit is apt to fly from 
that ſerious and devout reflection, 
which alone cauld bring any effec- 

1 | Ws tual 
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40 
tyal relief to its uneaſineſs, as the 
ſick are apt to diſreliſh thoſe very 
things which, in the opinion of the 
ſkilful, might contribute moſt to 
their recovery. Men naturally 
wiſh to be at a diſtance from thoſe 
. whoſe juſt demands they cannot 
ſatisfy, and are from the ſame prin- 
ciple but ill diſpoſed to look care- 
Fully into thoſe ſcenes of life, which 
they are aſhamed ever to haye been 
concerned in, To a vicious mind 
any vanity is acceptable which may 
but prevent, with a moment's in- 
terruption, the thought of its own 
miſery and diſhonour, | 
Men venture their ſouls to taſt 
ſome ct the pleaſures of fin, and 
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he when they have once begun to ven- | 
y ture, they commonly venture on 
the Þ till they loſe them; which has been 
to the lamentable caſe of ſo many 
my Þ thouſands, that it ſhould make all 
ole men, who have any care for their 
mot ſouls, aware of the cheat. For if 
rin- the whole world, as we have ſeen, 
are- ¶ cannot recompenſe the loſs of the 
hich I ſoul; no wiſe man ought to put 
been his ſoul into a ſtate of danger for 
mind the whole world; that is, he ought 
may Inot to commit the ſmalleſt known 
's in- ſin, for the greateſt temporal ad- 
own vantages which may loſe his ſoul. 

What we call the gain of the world, 
0 taſte s in truth, to {poil the world it- 
TA "and elf, to make its * -uneaſy, 


when] 1 dangerous, 
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dangerous, and inconſtant. This 
all bad men find, who are never ſa- 
tisfied long together with what 
they have: they think other men 
happy, but not themſelves, which 
is generally the condition of the 
moſt proſperous ſinners, who are 
happier in other men's opinions 
than their own. But ſtill they 
purſue an opinion of happineſs, 
and climb as faſt as they can up 


the hill, when they think they can 


reach the heavens with their hands; 


and when they are got thither, they 


only find themſelves the more ex- 
poſed to ſtorms; while the heavens, 


and the happineſs they expected, 


are as far off as ever. 


„ 


Heaven 
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Heaven is repreſented in ſcrip- 
ture by ſome earthly compariſons, 
by a kingdom, and an immortal 


| crown of glory. It is, to ſee God, 

| and to dwell for ever in his pre- 
ſence. It is light, and life, and 
joy, rivers of pleaſures, and fulneſs 

| of joy. Theſe are the greateſt and 


beſt things we know in this woild, 
and theſe ſerve only for ſome faint 
images of the happineſs of heaven. 


And muſt not the loſs of heaven 


therefore be much greater than all 
the gain of this world? Bad men, 
indeed, have no ſenſe of this loſs 


now; they think they could bear 


the loſs of heaven, could they but 
eſcape hell; and therefore they try 
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to perſuade themſelves that all 
which is ſaid of the puniſhments of 
bad men in the next world is only 
this puniſhment of loſs: and they 
value heaven fo little now, they Þ 
think they ſhall value it as little 50 
hereafter. F 
The reaſon why Ry men deſpiſe m 
heaven now is, either becauſe they pi 
do not wiſh to believe that there is Þ Jo 
ſuch a place, or know not what th. 
the happineſs of it is. But this jg 
will be no icafon when they ſhall ha 
ſee heaven, and behold, the gloricsÞ gn, 

: . it: when they ſhall ſee good of 
men * ſhine forth like the ſun in ple 
re kingdom of their Father; bab 
when they thall ſce them come] and 

1 5 from 


all 
s of 
ly 
they 
they 
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from the eaſt, and from the weſt, 
and ſit down with Abraham, and 
Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 


of God,” and they themſelves ſhut 


out. Such a ſight of heaven 


would for ever eclipſe all the vain 
| glories of this world; and when 
men come to fee how great a hap- | 


pineſs they have loſt, the pain of 


| loſing it muſt be proportioned to 


the greatneſs of the loſs: and that 
is now as inconceivable to us as the 
happineſs of heaven is. We always 
find in this world, that the trouble 


of loſing bears proportion to the 


pleaſure of gaining; and it is pro- 
bable therefore, that the torments 
and agonics of mind for loſing 

E heaven, 


Ww. IMPORTANCE 


: heaven, will be as great as the; joy 
and triumph of gaining it. 
Heaven is the only ſtate of hap- 
pineſs in the next world, and that 
muſt neceſſarily make thoſe who 
fail to obtain it, very ſenſible of 
their loſs. In this world bad men 
find other diverſions and allure- 
ments, which are more agreeable 
+0: their inclinations than the 
thoughts and hopes of heaven: 
they have Something, how mean 
and trifling ſoever it is, which they 


call their happineſs, that employs | E 


their time, and deludes their pur- 
ſuits (as children are diverted with 
their toys) to the neglect of greater 
and better things. But when this 
F world 
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world i is at an end, and can enchant 
them no longer; when they open 


their eyes in 0 0 ſtate of exiſt- 
ence, and ſce themſelves ſtripped of 
all that they called happineſs, with- 


out any thing that can afſord con- 


ſolation, but what they have re- 


fuſed, and which now they never 


| can obtain; when they are left to 


deplore this loſs, and to deplore it 


| to all eternity; what words can ex- 
{ preſs the ſinner's anguiſh ? 


What 


a piercing thought will it be, when 
a man ſees himſelf ſhut out of hea- 
ven, to remember that God would 

have beſtowed everlaſting bleſſings 

upon him, but he rejected the offer, 
and would not be perſuaded to ac- 
Fn Wo eee 


"fy —*è — 
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cept of heaven by all the endear- 


ments of infinite love! 

Chriſt purchaſed heaven for all; 
and the bleſſed ſaints have thought 
it worth while to obey God here, 
that they might be happy here- 
after, while fooliſh ſinners have 
deſpiſed heaven, and loſt it. The 
ſelf· condemnation and remorſe 
wherewith ſuch guilty ſouls will 
torment themſelves, God Almi ghty 
grant that we may never feel. 


A PRAYER, 


0 Lord of heaven and carth! 
who haſt been pleaſed to place us 
- 5 8 . 
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in our r preſent ſtate of exiſtence, as 
the preparation for a better; de- 


liver me, I pray thee, from thoſe 


exceſſive cares of this world, which 


would ſo engroſs my time and 


| thoughts as to make me forget thy 


heavenly promiſes. May my de- 


| fires after worldly poſſeſſions be 
| moderated, by conſidering their 
| uncertain and unſatisfying nature; 
and while others are laying up 
| treaſures on earth, may I be rich 
| towards God! Give me to know 
| the ſtation in which thou haſt 
| fixed me, and ſteadily to purſue 

the duties of it. But never let me 
be too buſy to attend to thoſe great 
| affairs, which lie between thee and 


A |; 


the intereſts of eternity. 
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my ſoul: never fo engroſſed with 


the concerns of time, as to neglect 
In the 
midſt of ten thouſand ſnares and 


dangers, which beſet us from with- 
in and from without; 
to look up unto thee, with humble 
entreaty, that thou would deliver 


permit me 


my ſoul from the dominion of fin; 


and from all the deceits of the 


world, 


the fleſh, and the devil. 


More eſpecially guard me, O Lord, 


from the love of ſenſual pleaſure, 


Give me not over to work unclean- 
neſs with greedineſs, ſince thy 
holy apoſtle Paul has taught us 


that to be carnally minded is death. 
Let me never wander after ſtrange 
IG and 


ane 


ino 


tho 
5 all 
the 
| bric 
eyes 
mut 
| thee 


by tl 
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and forbidden pleaſures, nor be 
inordinate in the uſe of thoſe which 
thou haſt allowed: but grant that 
all my actions may be governed by 
the rules of temperance and ſo- 
briety, having always before my 
eyes that ſtrict account which. I 
muſt one day give. May it pleaſe 
in; | thee, therefore, to purify my ſoul 
by the influence of thy Holy Spirit, 
il. Þ that I may always ſhun unlawful 
| gratifications, more folicitouſly 
than others purſue them. May I 
ſtill remember the ſuperior dignity 
of my ſpiritual nature, and may 
the pleaſures of the man and the 
| chriſtian be ſought as my nobleſt 
happineſs. May my ſoul riſe on 
the 


me diligently improve thoſe tran- 
ſient moments, which thou haſt 
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9 


the wings of contemplation, to f carth 
the regions of inviſible glory: and] upon 
may I endeavour to fit myſelf, un- ¶ tion 

der the influences of divine grace, Þ ; till 


for the ſociety of thoſe juſt perſons ; when 


made perfect, who are freed from] diſap 
all the groſs delights by which] venly 


ſpirits dwelling in fleſh are ſo often Paſton 

enſnared, and in which they ſo Þmiſed 
often loſe the memory of their high] ſeen, 

original, and of thoſe noble hopes Nentere 


_ alone are proportionable to conce 

By the innocency of my life, implo 
2 the conſtancy of my faith, let Neterna 
righte 
himſe 
came 


allotted to me in this ſtate of pro- 


bation. N I paſs. through Þacrific 


earth 
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to þ nh with my heart and hopes ſet 
ad f upon heaven, and feel the attrac- 
n- tion ſtill ſtronger as 1 approach 
de, ; ſtill nearer to my latter end: that 
ns : when every earthly object ſhall 
m diſappear, the glories of thy hea- 
ch ; venly kingdom may meet my 
ten [aſtoniſhed view, with thoſe pro- 
miſed joys ** which eye hath not 
ſeen, nor car heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man to 
conceive.” And this I humbly 
| limplore, through the Son of thy 
let eternal love, Jeſus Chriſt the 
an- righteous, who by the ſacrifice of 
haſt Pbimſelf, offered once for all, be- 
Yro- came a full, perfect, and ſufficient 
ugh facrifice for the fins of the whole 
arth world: 
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| wottd': and who now liveth and 


| —reigneth with thee, O Father, and 
i the Holy Spirit, Wel without 
1 end. Amen. 
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| [Havixe examined in the former 
chapters, how little juſt compariſon 
there is between the toys of this 
[tranſitory life, and the concerns of 
lan eternal ſtate; it may now be 
profitable to inquire into the means 
of obtaining what we know to be h 
worthy of every effort in our power 
' [Io gain. And for our inſtruction 1 
on this important point, we can re- 
Per to the very words of our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf, who on being aſked 
which is the great commandment 
n the law? gave the following 
Inſwer— Thou ſhalt love the 
HA! „ Lord 


and with all thy foul, and with all 


great commandment; and the ſe- 
cond is like unto it, — Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf. On 
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Lord thy God with all thy heart, 


thy mind. This is the firſt and 


theſe two commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets.” Matt. 
xxii. 40. From this plain leſſon, 


it is evident that our: duty towards} Tho! 


God, and towards our neighbour,” our! 
are the two great hinges on which Men, 
our holy religion turns. The heads to gr: 


"8 theſe duties are fully and forcibly] the | 


explained in the Catechiſm, and are and t. 
farther illuſtrated in the Liturgy off a paſſ 
our church: the language of which fon n 
breathes the ſpirit of vital godli— of juc 


Te nels; N 
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rt, =p and on all the fundamental 
doctrines of Chriſtianity is clear 
and deciſive. This circumſtance, 
| indeed, may not recommend it to 
thofe who have imbibed the ſpirit 
of the preſent day; in which, in- 
difference to all religious truth has 
| overflowed, like a deluge, almoſt 
every rank and order of men. 
Thoſe pious divines who formed 
r. our Liturgy, ſought not to pleaſe 
aich men, but God. They ſought not 
eads}} to gratify the pride of learning, or 
ibly] the preſumption of philoſophy ; 
J are} and took care therefore not to open 
ry olf a paſſage, whereby man's fallen rea- 
hich] fon might be exalted to the throne 
odli- of judgment, while the oracles of 
\cls ; F God, TT 


58 THE IMPORTANCE 


God,” in a ſtate of degradation, are 


placed at the footſtool. Eaſe of 


conſcience in thoſe perſons, who, 


while they pretend reſpect for di- 
vine revelation, trample it under 
their feet, was no part of their 


concern. But they taught men to 
believe, what the holy apoſtles and 
\ martyrs atteſted with their dying 
breath, that there is no other 
name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, 


but the name of Jeſus Chriſt.” 


The orthodoxy, therefore, of our 
public ſervice, through all the va- 
ried forms of devotion, will be con- 


ſidered by every friend to truth, as 


one of its ſtrongeſt recommenda- 


. tions, 
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tions, ſince the forms of worſhip | 
{ harmonize with the word of God, 
as revealed to us in the Bible. 
| The fortreſs of unbelief, indeed, 
is ſeated in the human Heart, not 
in the Head. It originates in the 
will and affections, not in the un- 
derſtanding, which is forced into 

the ſervice of theſe tyrants. Rea- 

| ſon is made ſubſervient to incli- 
nation. But that deadly night⸗ 
ſhade, infidelity, no more would 
flouriſh, if the love of fin was de- 

| ſtroyed from among the ſons of 
men. Faith not only confifts in 
the belief, but in the practice of 
the goſpel. What God has choſen 
to reveal of himſelf in the holy 
4 ſcrip- | 
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ſcriptures, may be eaſily compre- 
hended; what he has choſen for 
the preſent to keep in reſerve, no 
mortal efforts will ever be able to 
_ diſcloſe. The ſimpleſt and moſt 


unlearned perſon who ſtudies the 


ſacred volume with a pure heart, 

and an undepraved mind, is prac- 
tically wiſe: the brighteſt under- 
ſtanding, the moſt exalted genius, 
who attempts to go beyond it, be- 
comes inevitably a fool. What 1s 
clear in Chriſtianity, we ſhall find 
to be ſufficient: what is dubious, 

will appear unneceſſary to be de- 
cided; and what is moſt obſcure, 
will teach us to bear with the opi- 
nions which others may have 
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formed upon the ſame ſubject. The 


Bible treats of a diſpenſation of 


God, which began before this 
world, and will not be finiſhed till 
the world is at an end, and the 
eternal kingdom of God is eſta- 


; bliſhed. It informs us of the in- 


ſtitution of religion in paradiſe; 
with the original dependence of 


man upon his Maker; of a primi- 


tive ſtate of man under a former 
covenant, which is now forfeited: 


| of his temptation and fall; of the 
| cauſes of death, and the promiſe of 


redemption. It founds a ritual on 
the remiſſion of ſins by the ſhed- 
ding of blood and the benefits of 
interceſſion, which the Heathens 


2 alſo 
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alſo acknowledged in the rites of 
their prieſthood. It relates the diſ- 


perſion of Gentile* nations, and 


the ſeparation of the Hebrews. It 
foretells the manifeſtation of a Sa- 
viour in the fleſh; the rejection of 
the Jews; the calling and conver- 


ſion of the Heathens; the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Chriſtian church; with 


its preſervation againſt the powers 


of this world, and the gates of 
hell. It treats of a ſpiritual lite, 
and renewed affect ions in its mem- 
bers; that they muſt even be born 
again in a ſpiritual manner, and re- 


* Gentile is a term oppoſed to chat of Jeu, 
as the Romans ſtyled all the reſt of the world 
Barbarians but themſelves. 
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turn to a Rate of childiſh ſimpli- 
. city in their underſtandings. It aſ- 
| ſures us of the reſurrection of the 
body after death, of the future 

: judgment of man by Jeſus Chriſt, 
of the glorification of the faithful, 

and the condemnation of the wie- 

| ked. It opens to us an inviſible 
| world of ſpirits, forme of whom 
| are in alliance with God, and others 
| in rebellion againſt him ; 
| us, withal, that every human bein g 
will have their final portion with 
the one party or the other. 
ſeriptures are the appointed means 


aſſuring 


The 


of enlightening the mind with true 
and ſaving knowledge. They ſhow 
us what God hath done for us, and 


what 
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what he expects us to do for him. 
They ſhow us the adverſaries we 


have to encounter, and how to en- 


counter them with ſucceſs. They 


| ſhow us the mercy and the juſtice 
of the Lord; the joys of heaven, 
and the pains of hell. Thus they 
give to the unlearned and ſimple, 
an underſtanding of thoſe matters, 


which philoſophy for centuries 


ſought in vain. The ſervants of Þ 


G od are alſo ſhown to us in every 


Nate and condition. We view them! 
rich and poor, honoured and de- | 
ſpiſed, in proſperity and in adver- 
ſity, to teach us that * all things; 
work together for good to thoſe 


who love God. If temporal bleſſ- 


ings 
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n. : ings are granted to the true be- 
ve liever, he accepts them as ſhadows 
of thoſe which are eternal. If 
& Þ they are denied, he remembers 
: that they are only ſhadows, and are 
| therefore denied that he may fix 
i his thoughts and affections more 
firmly on the ſubſtance. The goſ- 
| pel acts powerfully on the under- 
| ſtanding, and produces a rational 
| conviction that it is our intereſt as 
well as our duty to ** live ſoberly, | 
| rightcouſly, and godly in this pre- 
| ſent world.” It produces demon- 
ſtration in the conſcience, that ſin 
is the cauſe of preſent miſery, and 
leads to eternal ruin: while holi- 


neſs brings preſent happineſs, and 


ings}. „„ g "I 


REES 3g Or x, 


2 
ed 


EE 3 
— — —— 
— — . — ————— 


his temper, and contentment in his | 
| boſom: it not only conduces ta 
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is an eſſential preparative for future ¶ dom 


glory. The love of Chriſt, when to b. 


experienced in the ſoul, has a con- Menab! 


ſtraining power as much ſuperior rents 


to the motives of modern philo- vants 


ſophy, as the light of the ſun to ation 


the glimmering of a glow-worm. Nadvar 


The influence of divine truth turns iety 


duty into pleaſure; devotion ap. If the 


pears our higheſt privilege; praycſn the 


becomes delightful; and then itÞhwho : 
truly is, that God's ſervice is . aluta. 
perfect freedom.” 8 
goſpel is not only beneficial to him boy an 
who feels its influence; producingÞboſom 


3 


The gloriousÞfilling 


peace in his conſcience, mildneſs ini 


domeſtic 
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domeſtic comfort, . making men 
Ito be of one mind in an houſe,“ 
enabling huſbands and wives, pa- 
rents and children, maſters and ſer- 
F vants, to fill up their ſeveral ſitu- 
5 Extions- with mutual ſatis faction and 
advantage: but its effects on ſo— 
ciety at large are equally benign. 
ap- Lit the ſpirit of Chriſtianity reigns 
ayer in the hearts of kings, and thoſe 
a it who are in authority, it diffuſes its 
e if ſalutary influence on all around, 

10usÞ 1 filling the hearts of thouſands with 
him Joy and gladnefs. If it poſſeſs the 
cingÞboſom of a ſubject, it makes him 
{s ina quiet, peaceable, and uſeful mem- 
n hisÞþer of ſociety, producing loyalty to 
es tothe conſtituted authorities, and obe- 
eſti + dience 
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dience to the laws of the country 
in which the perſon reſides. Sub. 

mit yourſelves,” ſaith St. Peter, 

aa to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's ſake; whether it be to the 
king as ſupreme, or unto governors, : 
as unto them that are font by him ; 


THE IMPORT. ANCE 


* 
9 
» ol 
_—_ 
28 
vx 1 
% pA 8 
r 
295 
78 
1 
. 
9 
7 
. 
N 
2 
5 
* 2 
83 
* 
Ves. . 
N 
5.55 
8 1 
N 
LE 
3 
r 
In 
991 
. 
A 
7 
i, 
9: x — 
Tn 
85. 
< "+ 
PRs 
Leto be 
* 
Rong 
EY 
"£ 
92 
. 


for the puniſhment of evil-doers, Ni 


and for the praiſe of them that do 
well. For ſo is the will of God, : 
5 that with well- doing ye may put tog 
ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men: 
as free, and not uſing your liberty | 
for a cloak of maliciouſneſs: but 
as the ſervants of God. Honour 
all men; love the brotherhood; 
fear God; honour the Kies. 
'$ Vet. Ii. 41% 
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The Chriſtian religion is not in- 


5 tended to operate as a charm, as 
: | ſome would ſeem to think; nor 
the can its proper effect be produced. 
the : by pronouncing certain words, at- 
| tending at certain places, and per- 
um a forming certain Ceremonies : but 
ers, it is an active and vital principle 
: do ; operating on the heart, reſtraining 
I the defires, affecting the general 
| conduct, and as much regulating 
our conduct with the world, our 


ert) buſineſs, pleaſures and enjoyments, 


our converſations, deſigns and ac- 
tions, as our behaviour in public 
worſhip, or even in private devo- 
A Chriſtian life feems to 
conſiſt of two things, almoſt equally 
86 difficult; 


mo 


bits, and the reforming ſuch as are 
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difficult; the adoption of good ha- 


evil. No one ſets out on a reli- 1 
gious courſe with a ſtock of native 4 
purity, or actual freedom from ſin; 5 to | 
for there isno ſuch ſtate in human 3 


„ 

0 
* 
— 
— * 


life. e his. 


The natural heart is not a blank trou 
paper, whereon religion has no- cred 


1 
7 


thing to do but to ſtamp characters the: 


of goodneſs: but many blots and dien 


4 
defilements are to be eraſed, as well of ( 


as freſh impreſſions to be made. the 1 
The vigilant Chriſtian, therefore, For 
who acts with an eye to the appro- Þ poll 


| bation of his Maker, rather than ciple 


to that of mankind; who looks to tices 


a future account, rather than to wou 


preſent 
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present indulgence; will find that 
diligently to cultivate the unweeded 


garden of his. own heart; to mend 


the ſoil; to clear the ground; and 


to practiſe the painful labour of 


extirpation, will be that part of 
his duty, which will coſt him moſt 
trouble and bring leaſt worldly 
credit. But to him who acts from 
the noble motive of Chriſtian obe- 
dience, and the animating power 
of Chriſtian hope, the exerciſe is 


the reward; the work is the wages. 


For though, even in the higheſt 
poſſible exertion of religious prin- 
ciple, and the moſt diligent prac- 
| tices of all its train of virtues, man 


would ſtill find evil propenſities 


G2 enough 
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enough inhis fallen nature, tomake 8 
it neceſſary that he ſhould coun- 
teract them with all his diligence: 
yet the prevailing temper would be 
in general 77gh7; the will would be 
in a great meaſure rectified: and 5 
the heart feeling its diſeaſe, would q 
apply itſelf diligently to the only and 
remedy. And though even the «« y 
beſt men have infirmities enough and 
to deplore, commit fins enough to rien 
keep them deeply humble, and feel : 
more ſenſibly than others the im- ; phr 
perfection of human nature: yet ſorr 
theſe have the internal conſolation Þ cify 
of knowing that they ſhall have to dre: 
reckon with © One who knoweth ſeqt 
whereof they are made; who wil hap 
accept 


Pr 


ke 
in- 
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be 
be 
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uld 
nly 
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accept of faith and repentance in- 
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| ſtead of finleſs perfection, and of 


humble ſincerity inſtead of unſpot- 


ted holineſs. 


Some, perhaps, on a hearing this 
comfortable declaration, on the 
promiſe of pardon to repentance 
and belief, will ſecretly exclaim, 


Would to God, I could repent 


tion? 


E to 
»eth 
will 


and believe! But I find by expe- 


rience, that I might as eaſily con- 
feel 
im- 


vet N 


vey to England the waters of Eu- 
phrates, as force one tear of godly 
ſorrow from my eyes, fo as to pa- 


cify my conſcience, or quiet my 


dreadful apprehenſions of the con- 
| ſequence of ſin! Happy, thrice 


happy conviction! This is a leſſon 
G3 which 
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which was not learned in the ſchool 
of philoſophy, but in that of Jeſus; 
from the ſilent inſtruction of his 
Holy Spirit. Fleſh and blood 
did not reveal it to you, but 


our Father which is in heaven.“ 


Come then, and ſupplicate his hea- 
venly grace. If you feel your own 
weakneſs, you are in a right tem- 
per for prayer, and will heartily 
« cry to the ſtrong for ſtrength.” 


A PRAYER, 
Great, and holy Lord! 1 defire 
to humble myſelf here before thee, 
| for that continual proneneſs to ſin, 


which 


Ly 


\ 
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[hich b has made me ſo unlike to 


ects require me to is 


The ſnares of this world encircle 


me about, either to terrify me out 


N of my duty, or to ſeduce me into 


my ruin. And, O! how ready is 
my ſinful fleſh to unite with the 

malicious tempter of mankind 
; againſt my own ſoul! Innume- 
rableevils have compaſſed me about: 
my iniquities have taken ſuch hold 


upon me, that I am not able to 


look up; they are more in number | 
| than the hairs of my head, and my 
| heart hath failed me. The fin that 


is ſo apt to prevail againſt me, and 


to engage me in forbidden things, 
8 oe is 


A. , 
* 
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1s bateful in thy fight, al de. 
ſtructive to my own ſoul. Of 
_ wretched creature that I am, who i 
ſhall deliver me from the body o 
this death? when the cuſtom off, 
ſinning has increaſed my evil in- 7 
clinations, and weakened my de- 
pendance on thy holy word. With? 
thee, O Lord Almighty ! all thing ; 
are poſſible; nothing can reſiſt thy 
will: to thee the powers of hell arc 1 | 
weakneſs: thou canſt as eaſily mai 
us holy, as bid us be ſo. O pity 
then, thy poor tempted creature, 
and give me not up to a reprobatſ enab 
life, or to ſuch blindneſs of mini for n 
and hardneſs of heart, as maja m- 
render me paſt all ſpiritual reco of tt 
e 
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very. Let it be thy gracious plea- 
ſure, O Lord, that all my prevail- 


ing tranſgreſſions may flee, and 


periſh at thy rebuke. Speak death 


to my fins, that my ſoul may live, 
and for ever bleſs thy name. Renew 


| aright ſpirit in me, O Lord, that I 
may reſiſt every evil propenſity, 
and not conſpire with the deadly 
enemy of ſouls to undo myſelf. 
Give me ſuch a lively faith, as 
| may enlighten my mind, purify 
my heart, and influence my whole 


conduct: ſuch a faith as may 


enable me to receive Jeſus Chriſt 
for my Saviour, and to live in ſuch 
a manner as becomes the redeemed 


| of the Lord. Amen, and Amen. 
'CHAP, 


light attainment. On the con- 
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CHAP. IV, 


Rec: 10N is never once repre· 
ſented in ſcripture, as an eaſy, or: 


trary, it is conſidered as a combat 
and a race; ſomething expreſſive 
of exertion, activity, and progreſs, 
Some religious profeſſors have gone] 
ſo far as to bring their right faith 
28 an apology for their wrong prac-· reveal 
tice, becauſe God, ſay they, is give l 
all-merciful! But this is a falſe andſis, nc 
fatal application of a divine and ho 
comfortable truth. God, indeed, is him. 
- merciful to ſin repented of, but End y 
not to ſin continued i in. Itisa mol! ko liv 
fall 
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Peatacious hope to expect that the 
imiebe will violate his own co- 
venant, or that he is indeed a// 
erh to the excluſion of his other 
attributes of perfect holineſs, pu- 
iy. and juſtice. It is a dangerous 
Z preſumption to reſt on ſuch general 
| otions of infinite mercy, ſince no- 
ching can be more deluſive than 
; this truſt of being forgiven in our 


on way, after God has clearly 


rac · N revealed to us that he will only for- 
, bp give us in H way. But the truth 
and is, no one does truly truſt in God 


Iwho does not endeavour to. obey 
Pw: For to break bis laws, 


Ita live in e to his will, 
alla- | and 


and yet to depend on his favour; _ 
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and yet in expectation of his mer. 
cy; to violate his commands, and 
yet look for his acceptance; would * 
not in any other inſtance be? 
thought a reaſonable ground of con · 
duct, and yet it is by no means 1 
Uncommon 1n religious concerns, : 
But the life of a diſſipated Chriſtian ; 
is a perpetual ſtruggle to reconcil: i 
impoſſibilities: it is an endeavour goſſ 
to unite what God has for eve grea 
b ſeparated, a quiet conſcience with Lor 
a diſorderly life, a heart full of this ofte: 

world, and an unfounded depend. tem 
ance on the happineſs of the next. then 
A religious life is, indeed, a hard. und: 
bondage to one immerſed in the But 


pleaſures of the world and the vole: 


. % 1 
» » % . 
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: | fleſh; but to a perfect Chriſtian, 
ind N it is perfect freedom.“ {| 
ud The Chriſtian, eſpecially he who pl 
be] is advanced and eſtabliſhed in the 

on- 5 way of truth, has a fervent zeal 

ans] for God, for the honour of his 

uns. : name, his law, and his goſpel. 

tian The honeſt warmth which he feels, 

acilÞ when ſuch a law is broken, ſuch a 

vou goſpel is deſpiſed, and when the 

ever great and glorious name of the 

withſ Lord his God is profaned, would 

F rhis often degenerate into anger or con- 

end-. tempt toward thoſe who oppoſe WH 

next. themſelves to his Creator, if he was 1 
hard under the influence of zeal only. 

n the But his zeal is blended with bene- 

4 the volence, and ſoftened by a con- 

feſh; TT H ſciouſneſs 
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ſciouſneſs of his own frailty and 
fallibility. He is aware that his 
knowledge is very limited and very 
taint in its efficacy ;. that his at- 
tainments are weak and few, com. 
pared with his deficiencies: that Þ 
his gratitude is very diſpropor 
tionate to his obli gations, and his 
obedience unſpeakably ſhort of its 
preſcribed rule: that he has no- 
thing but what he has received; and 
has received nothing, but what, in 
a greater or leſs degree, he nas milf. 
applied, or miſimproved. He is 


therefore a debtor to the mercy ot 
God, and lives upon his multi- 
. plied forgivenels. Hie makes the 

gracious pattern of the Lord to- 
| wards 
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Y wards himſelf, a pattern for his 
own conduct towards his fellow- 
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creatures. He cannot boaſt, nor 


is he forward to cenſure. He con- 
Þ ſiders his own infirmities, leſt he 


5 : ö 


5 alſo be tempted ; and thus he learns 


! tenderneſs and compaſſion, and to 
| bear patiently with thoſe miſtakes, 
| prejudices, and weakneſſes in others 
| which once belonged to his own 
character; and from which, in this 


; | world of trial and temptation, he 


$.5 


| pious imitation of the divine good- 
| meſs, he endeavours to fit himſelf 


is but imperfectly freed. By a 


for the participation of divine love; 
| and torgives others their offences, 
that God, for Chriſt's ſake, may 
Fe forgive 


Fo 


3 8 
% 
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forgive him. He defires in all 
things to be transformed into the 
bleſſed image of his Redeemer, that 
he may be meet to be a partaker 
of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light. 

A truly Chriſtian life, therefore, 
is a life of charity, of faith, and 
of good works conjointly. If the 
heart and lungs are ſeparated, all Þ 
| bodily action ceaſes: in like man- 
ner if we ſeparate any of theſe bref 
efſential parts of a Chriſtian lie 
from the other two, they all ol 
But being united together, they 
tend to each other's perfection, and Þ 
thereby to the perfection of all the Þ 
principles of man. Man is a tra- 

5 | veller, 


2 
> 
= o 
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; voller, his life is a journey, Heaven 
. is his end, his road is through a 
q wilderneſs, and he is in the dark. 
: The word of God diſcovers to us 
N our wanderings, it ſhows us when 


ue have loſt our way, and how we 


r Fo 


N may recover it again. If we take 
this lamp into our hand, it will not 


only point out our courſe in ge- 
neral, but alſo direct us in every 
ſtep, and ** guide our feet into the 
| paths of peace.” For with what- | 
ever obſcurities it has pleaſed God 
to ſhadow {ome parts of his written 
; | word, yet he has graciouſly ordered 
| that whatever 1s neceſſary ſhould 
| be made manifeſt. And though 
* clouds and thick darkneſs are the 


H 3 1 5 habi- 
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babitation of his throne,” yet they 
are not the guides which he has 
left us to diſcover our duty. The 
whole of the goſpel is adapted to 


trate the precepts; offering every 
| where the cleareſt notions of what 
we have to hope and what we have 
to fear; the ſtrongeſt injunctions of 
what we are to believe, and the 
moſt explicit directions of what 
we are to do. In ſhort, whoever 
examines the wants of his own 
heart, and the aſſiſtance which the 
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the real wants of human nature, whi 
exhibiting rules of conduct often] ſuit: 
difficult indeed, but never impoſ- tion 
_ fible; holding out a living model ſitie 
to enforce the doctrine and to illuſ. ture 
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| goſpel furniſhes, will find them to 


be two tallies which exactly cor- 


reſpond. Our holy religion be- 
comes a rule of life; and that 
which conſtitutes its value, is its 
ſuitableneſs to the genius, condi- 
tion, capacity, temper, and neceſ- 


ſities of all mankind, The ſcrip- 


| tures are the epiſtle of God to man, 
| offering reconciliation, peace, and 


| union with himſelf in glory ; 


Con- 


taining reaſons why we ſhould love 


him He each other, with directions 


how to ſhow forth that love which, 


as the Apoſtle ſaith, 


is „ the ful- 


filling of the law., 
The great 3 of revealed 


religion | is to afford man a clear i In- 


fight 
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fight of his dependance on the 
Supreme Being, by teaching him 
to conſider God as his creator and 


governor, his parent and his judge. 


Thoſe to whom Providence has 


granted the knowledge of the holy 
{criptures, have no need to perplex 


themſelves with its difficulties, or 
to re their duty by doubtful 


motives. The Bible tells us, in 


— 


plain and poſitive terms, that there 


MS way to life and a way to death; | 


that there are acts which God will | 


reward, and acts that he will puniſh: 


that with ſoberneſs, righteoulſncls, 


and godlineſs, God will be well 


pleaſed; and that with intemperance, 


iniquity, and 1 impiety, God will be 
offended, 
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Necended: that of thoſe who are 


3 careful to pleaſe him, the reward 
. will be ſuch as eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard; and of thoſe who, 
* having offended him, die withour 


0 | repentance, the puniſhment will be 


inconceivably dreadful and ſevere. 
As religion is not therefore, on 


the one hand, merely an opinion; 
ſo neither is it, on the other, merely 
| an act: but it is a diſpoſition, a 
habit, a temper. It is not a name, 
but a nature. It is a turning the 
whole mind to God: : it is directing 


| | all the powers of the ſoul into an 


uniform deſire to pleaſe him. This 
deſire will naturally manifeſt itſelf 


i in our doing all the good we can 


to 
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9 
to our fellow⸗ creatures in every 
poſſible way: for it will be found 
that neither of the two parts into 
which practical religion is divided 
can be pertormed with any degree 
of perfection but by thoſe wha 
- unite both. For i it may be doubted 
whether any man does ** love his 
neighbour 4s himſelf,” > who does 
not firſt endeavour to ** love God 
with all his heart.“ Piety may be 


defined, a ſtrong general diipoſition Þ 


to every thing that is right, break- 


ing forth into every excellent action 
as the occalion preſents itſelf. The 


temper mult be ready in the mind, 
andthe whole heart muſt be trained 


to every act of virtue to which l 5 
maſk 
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I may be called out; to make the 
F real Chriſtian ready for every duty 
| to which he may be commanded. 


| Thus when a vein of Chriſtianity 
runs through the whole maſs of 
Ja man's life, it gives a new value 
| to all his actions, and a new cha- 
| racter to all his views. It tranſ- 
forms prudence and economy into 
| Chriſtian virtues: and every offer- 
ing that is preſented on the altar of 
charity, becomes truly conſecrated, 
when it is the gift of obedience, 
f and the price of ſelfdenial. 
| Chriſttanity then 18 aſſuredly 
'Þ fomething more than a mere ſet of 
rules; and piety, though an im- 


proper ſubſtitute for a good life, is 


indiſ- 
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indiſpenſably neceſſary for its ac. - 
ceptance with God. The goſpc IF 

never offers to make religion ſu: 
perſede morality, but every where ; 
clearly proves that morality is not f 
the whole of religion. : Piety i ; 


not only neceſſary as a mean, bu; 


is itſelf an important end. It 1; : 
not only the beſt principle of mori 
conduct, but is an abſolute duty in ö 
itſelf. Withdraw religion, and youſ 
ſhake all the pillars of morality, thee, 
Religion will ſurvive all the virtue 
of which it is the ſource; for w: 
ſhall be living in the nobleſt exc: 
cilcs of piety, when we thall hav 
no objects on which to exercil 
many human virtues. When ther 
0 will 
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| il be no diſtreſs to be relieved, no 
injuries to be forgiven, no evil ha- 
its to be ſubdued; there will be 
a Creator to be bleſſed and adored, a 
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Redcemer to be loved and praiſed. 
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rtues? 


Wu r, ons ſoul! are the ſen- 
timents that ought to ſpring up in 
hee, when admitted, either in the 
ſolemnities of public worſhip, or 
Ithe retirement of private devotion, 
into the more immediate preſence 
ſof thy Maker who does not go- 
vern but to bleſs—whoſe divine 
commands are ſent to ſuccour hu- 
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man reaſon in ſearch of happinelſ 
Let thy law, Almighty Father! k 
the rule, and thy glory the cor 
ſtant end of all I do. 
build virtue on any notions of ho 


= Creatures, 


of pleaſures make me forget th 
fountain from which they flow, : 


title to my heart: when evil 
threaten, 
througi 


great hazard of having all thing 


T7 5 > > >» 
> — — 
— => . 
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Let me nu 


nour, but of honour to thy name: 7 
and let not my Jove of thee be for 
gotten, in the love of my fellow 2 


Let not thy dliinties remove th 
; 
giver from my mind; nor the low 


Mähen joys cntice, let me aſk thei 


let me ſee thy mercy ; 
h the cloud; and diſcern th a 


neſs! 
l be 
col. 
1e not 


ame: 
e fol- 
low- 


ve the 
e low] 
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flow, 
theilt 

evil 
mere 
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thing 


1 


OF RELIGION. 95 


. to o my with, Let the follies of the 
E multitude lefs allure than alarm 
Z me; and their danger, not example, 
determine my choice. 
f ho. of diſſipated pleaſure, ſo lower my 
© taſte, as to make me reliſh the c. 


In this day 


2 ts of life. And in the perpetual 
ſwarm of accidents, and flux of : 
| things, preſer me from being fo 
| deſperate as to depend upon ro-Mor- 


rot: a dependance that muſt be 
the ruin of to-day, as that is of 
eternity. Let my whole exiſtence 
be ever before me: nor let the ter- 
Irors of the grave turn back my 
view. When temptations ariſe, 
| and virtue ſtaggers, let imagina- 
tion ſound the final trumpet, and 


6.4 dag. 
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judgment lay hold on eternal life, 
In what is well begun, grant me 
to preſevere; and to know that 
none are wiſe, but they who deter- 
mine to be wiſer ſtill. And ſince 

the fear of thee, O Lord, is the 
beginning of wiſdom; and in its 
progreſs, its ſureſt ſhield: turn the 
love of this world entirely out of 
my. heart, and place that guardian 
angel, thy bleſſed fear, in its ſtead, 

Teach me, O Lord God Almighty! 
that there is nothing in compariſon 
of thee that I may bleſs thy name, 
| ling thy praiſes, love thy law, en- 
Joy thy peace, and hope thy glory, 
till my final hour. This will 
| W good and ſoften evil in the 
preſent 
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© preſent life: and when death ſum- 
mons, I tha'l ſleep ſweetly in the 


duſt, till his mighty Conqueror bids 

the trumpet ſound; and then ſhall 
I, through his merits, awake to 
eternal glory. Amen, 


98 THE IMPORTANCE 


CHAP: V. 


Turxr are few expreſſions in 


more general uſe, and yet leſs ge- 
nerally underſtood, than e ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity. We are perpetu— 
ally appealing to it as the ſtandard 


of moral good and evil, without 


duly conſidering how very com- 
prehenſive it is, and how little 
ſuited to the paſſions and prejudices 
of mankind. But theſe are times 


when it is eſpecially incumbent 
upon us to acquire a juſt notion of 
thoſe principles. which conſtitute 
the baſis of our actions, both as in- 
> viduals and members of ſociety : 

„„ and 
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and there cannot be any time ſo 
| proper for this conſideration as 
| when religion is attacked by ap- 
LE to hiſtory for the effects it has 
| produced upon mankind. 

| The true way to judge of the 
effects religion has produced, is to 
obſerve its influence upon thoſe 
| who follow its precepts, not upon 
n- thoſe who uſc it as the cloak of 
tle Þ hypocriſy, or the maſk of worldly 
ces intereſt. If we confider what it 
zes enjoins as the rule of action, we 
ent ſhall ſoon be convinced that its 
of effects muſt be of the moſt benefi- 
ate MW cial kind. There is not a vice, 
in- either private or national, which it 
ty: docs not expreſſly forbid, There 
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is not a virtue / that can adorn hu. 
manity, which it does not com- 
mand, purity, and exalt. It be- 
comes us, therefore, as members 
of the church of Chriſt, to exa- 
mine whether we do not ſtrengthen 
the arguments and invite the accu- 
ſations of profligate men, when we 
negleX to manifeſt the ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity in our actions, as well 
as words. 

The ſtep from a neglect of reli- 
gious ceremonics to a violation of 
religious duties is very rapid. The 
external obfervances of C hriſtianity 
are all needful, therefore, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of things. But let us 
not miſtake them for Chriſtianity 

itſelt. 
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itſelf. Let us not miſtake that 
which is an ornament for a natu- 


ral beauty. We may be aſſured that 
the Author of our holy religion re- 
E gards not external obſervances but 
as they contribute to internal purity. | 
| In the preſent ſtate of ſociety they 
are highly neceſſary : they produce 
| a uniting effect upon us as mem- 


| bers of the Chriſtian church: but 


| we bring them into contempt, 
| when we do not carry the ſenti- 


| ments they are calculated to inſpire 
1 into our common intercourſe with 
the world. 
tion, malice, revenge, envy, pride, 
| avarice, or any of the ſordid and 


| ſenſual paſſions, and yet talk of 


If we indulge detrac- 


our 
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our veneration for the ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity, we are guilty of ſecret 
treachery to the cauſe of the reli- 
gion we profeſs. 
If we reflect upon the conſe- 
quenees which would flow from 
imbibing the Chriſtian ſpirit, and 
carrying its effects into private life, 
it muſt ever be a matter of deep re- 
gret that it does not engage more 
general attention. The mutual for- 
bearance which Chriſtianity incul- 
cates; the contentedneſs with our 
ſituation, which it teaches; the for- 
giveneſs of injuries, which it en- 
joins; theſe three principles only, 
if carried into practice, could not 
: fail to prod uce peace and happineſs, 
There 
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There is, perhaps, 1 no greater 
; miſtake than the common notion, 14 
| that a little religion will make pe-— 
; ple happy, but that a high degree |! 
bol it is incompatible with all en- "4 
joyment. For ſurely chat religion . 
; can add little to a man's happineſs 

fe, Þ which reſtrains him from the com- 
re- miſſion of a wrong action, but 
ore which does not pretend tO root out 

or- the bad principle from which the 

ul- Þ act proceeded. This would be only 
our g cropping the bloſſom of a weed, 

or- 1 which ſoon might ſhoot forth 
en- again. A religion which ties the 
ily, hands without changing the heart, 
not which ſubdues not the deſire but 
eſs, |} forbids the gratification, is indeed 

here ; EE = All: 
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if his heart be ill left a prey to 
that temper which produced the 


Ae. That people devoted to the 
- purſuits of a diflipated life ſhould 


conceive a religious life to be dit- 


caſy to believe. That they ſhould 
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Fo 


Þ cnlar 


an uncomfortable ſtate. Such 2 
religion, though it may gain a man 
ſomething on the ſide of reputation, 
will give but little inward comfort, 


, | hou 
| fiſtar 
I have 
z Valle, 
evil, even though terror or ſhame ¶ ratio 
may have prevented the out ward 
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195 
falle 
5 
impe 
| dual: 
| anity 


ficult and even unattainable, it 15 


conceive it to be an unhappy ſtate, 
is the conſummation of their error to us 
and ignorance. For that a rational Nanxié 


being ſhould have his underſtanding ourſe 


enlightened]; that an 7:mortal being nj) 


ſhould 
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ould have his views extended and 
| enlarged ; that a helpleſs being 
E ſhould have a conſciouſneſs of aſ- 


; ſiſtance; that a , being ſhould 


On En 252 eee 


wid i be inadmiſſible. 
gif. Theſe conſiderations are of great 
t is importance to us, as the indivi- 


ld duals of a nation profeſſing Chriſti- 
ate, Nanity. It is not of much concern 
rror to us what other nations do: our 
anal anxiety ought to be employed on 


ling ourſelves. We have for ſome time 


eing enjoyed the bleflings of a pure and 


2uld WY © * mild 


have the proſpect of pardon; or a 
en one, the aſſurance of reſto- 
ration; does not ſeem a probable | 
ground of unhappineſs; and on any c 
the they ſubject ſuch reaſoning would 
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mild religion, and we have profited 
by it. We owe all we poſſeſs of 
rational happineſs to this ſource, 
What is there amiable in our na- 
tional character that may not be 
| traced to our religion? Whence 
our humanity, generoſity, and mag- 
nanimity ?—Are theſe advantages 
inconuderable? Are they worth 
preſerving? or ought they to bc 
given up? For given up they nut 
be, if we beſtow all our attention 
upon empty boaſting, and profel-l 
ſions of Chriſtianity, while we for 
get to cultivate its /þiri7, 
When we. conſider the natural 
tendency of the Chriſtian religion 
to improur the conduct of man. 


kind 
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I kind, and the actual effects it has 
produced wherever it has been duly 
(cultivated, the oppoſition it ſome- 
Ftimes meets with, appears ſtrangely 
inconſiſtent ; becauſe thoſe WhO 
[oppoſe it, when preſſed to offer a 
ſubſtitute, are forced to borrow 
their ſcheme from the very ſyſtem 
they deſpiſe. Modern infidels do 
not ſeem to be aware, that, even 
though they live in a conſtant neg- 
ect or contempt of every external 
obſervance Chriſtianity enjoins, 
they cannot diveſt them ſelves of the 
 [iects it produces on their minds. 
tural; man ſhould ſay, I deſpiſe the 
| inguage of my country, and it be- 
omes me to form a language for 


kind, | K-42 p myſelf, 
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myſelf, more rational and confilt- 

ent - ue ſhould not have a very 

favourable opinion of that man's un- 
derſtanding. The caſe, however, 
is preciſely the ſame with him who 
endeavours to reject Chriſtianity, 
and to ſet up a MOre Ns ſyſtem 
of his own. 

That man ſhould be religious, 
proceeds as much from the conſti- 
tution of his nature, as that he 

ſhould be focial. Of all the beings 
in this world, man alone is formed 
to practiſe religious duties: for, 
however ignorant of religious prin- 
ciples the moſt barbarous ſavages 
may be, and however indifferent to 
lgious ſervice the careleſs and 
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| diſſipated in civilized nations may 
J Fram it would be equally falſe 
to conclude, either from the igno- 
; rancè of the one or the indifference 
of the other, againſt the generaltend- 
oncy of mankind to religion, as it 
would be to conclude, that, becauſe 
i ſavages are wild, therefore men are 
us, | not born for ſociety; or becauſe 
ft | thoughtleſs perſons never reflect, 
he therefore men are not born to tollow 
ngs reaſon. Arguing from experience 
ned | founded on facts, we are Convinced | 
tor, beyond doubt, that God intended 
rin- man to be a religious creature. 
ages ö Much of our preſent happinets de- 
t 0 ö pends upon the cultivation of reli- 
an! gious Principles, and obfervance ot 
lin. * 3 a eli 
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religious duties; and this happi- 
neſs will be greater or leſs, in pro- 
portion as the ſyſtem of religion 
which we-have embraced is more 


or leſs pure. With reſpect to our- 


ſelves, we have a ſyfiem calculated 
in every part of it to promote pri- 


vate and ſocial happineſs, by en- 
forcing all that we can think or call 
virtue. Chriſtianity ſets forth to 


us that there is an Almighty God, 
who will recompenſe every one in 
a future ſtate, according to the de- 
grees of goodneſs which have been 
experienced 1n this lite: that there 
is an eternal Son who intercedes for 
the return of God's favour to ſuch 
as have ſinned and are fincerely 
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penitent for their tranſgreſſions: 
that there is a ſanctifying Spirit, 
ö who, by his influence on the ſoul, 
aſſiſts every one that devoutly and 
earneſtly prays for aſſiſtance. We 
; are encouraged, in the firſt inſtance, 
; never to ſwerve from our duty, by 
| conſideration that the recompence 
will be proportion: 24 to our degrees 
| of perfection: we are then pre- 
| vented from abandoning ourſelves 
to deſpair after the commiſſion of 
| fin, by promiſe of pardon upon 
| unfeigned repentance and actual 
amendment: and we are laſtly aſ- 
| ſured, that divine aid will ſtreagth— 
| en our natural weakneſs in the hour 
of temptation to do wrong, if we 
* . will 
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112 THE IMPORTANCE 
will but lift up our ſouls in earneſt 
ſupplication to Heaven! Nothing 


is here omitted that can be done for 
the inducement of rational agents 


to live in the habits of virtue and 
piety. The rewards are diſtant, 
that man may act with a more free 
choice in determining on the line of 


conduct he will purſue. Pardon 


is given to repentance, that man 


may not, after he has done wrong, 


think it unavailable to amend his 


life. Aſſiſtance ſpiritual is im- 


parted to the ſuppliant, that his 


endeavours to be virtuous may be 
carried into effect. 
In eſſence ſo pure, in rites ſo 


plain, Chriſtianity dee its di- 


vine 
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vine origin, 
| ſyſtem of religion that has 9 80 
in the known world. 
f If a ſtranger to Chriſtianity, and 
| who had never heard the name, 
were to inquire what were its doc- 
| trines ; the anſwer would be, that 
it enjoins nothing but what expe- 
| rience will prove to be benefic.al, 
and forbids nothing but what ex- 
| perience will prove to be hurtful 
| to the peace and happineſs of man- 
| kind, No rational creature could 
| heſitate a moment in adopting ſuch 
| a ſyſtem ; and as we, as a nation, 
have long been ſenſible that it is 
the only religion calculated to make 
men happy, the blame will lie 
heavy 
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heavy indced, if, when we "he 


other nations ſuffering from igno- 


rance or contempt of its precepts, 
we ſhould content ourſelves with 


an empty profeſſion only, and neg- 
Ie thoſe duties, thoſe habits, and 
that temper, which truly conſtitute 
the eſſence and Ipirit of heat 
anity. 5 

In order to a national reforma- 


tion, every individual muſt look 


firſt at home, and be intent upon 
mending h:mje!f. For which pur- 
poſe, there ſhould. be a deliberate 


and cloſe inſpection into our own 


hearts and ways; and whilſt we 


conſider God as the diſcerner of 
the one and the ſuperintendent of 
the 
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the other, as knowing all that 
| paſſes within or without us; we 
| ſhould deal openly with him, and 
impartially with ourſelves: for the 
leaven of hypocriſy will ſpoil the 
| whole act, and leave us in a worſe 
| condition than we were before. 
| Whatever ſecret enemies we diſ- 
cover under the appearance of dar- 
ling favourites, they muſt be brought 
forth and offered up as ſacrifices at 
the altar of ſincerity and truth: and 
we muſt evince by an exemplary 
conduct that our return into the 
way of righteouſneſs is not formal 
but real, and that we add, in every 
| ſenſe, to our faith, virtue. This 
is neceſſary apgn a general vi: w of 
EEG things. 
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things. But upon a more parti 

cular attention to our trying times, 
when the moſt artful and ſtrenuous 
attempts are made to overthrow our 
faith, and poiſon our moral prin- 
ciples ; when infidelity ſtalks about 
at noon- day, and vice affects an air 
of triumph; when the effential 
truths of the goſpel are attacked 
with blaſphemous boldneſs, and 
the very fundamental points of all 
religion are derided or denied ; 
ſurely ſuch as profeſs themſelves 
Chriſtians ſhould particularly at- 
tend to their own conduct, and to 
the conduct of thoſe over whom 
they poſſeſs a natural influence. 
From neglect and inactivity in 
„ religious 
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given to confuſion and every evil 
work. 

Some inſtances of particular im- 
portance demand particular notice: 
the attending to the moral and re- 


ligious training of children and ſer- 
vants, the growing neglect of 


which is every day more and more 


viſible; the laying uniformly a 


proper ſtreſs upon family govern- 
ment, and family devotion; the 
ſerious, regular, and devout obſer- 


vance of the Chriſtian ſabbath, not 
only in our own perſons, but in 
V 


religious concerns reſult miſchie- 
vous and deplorable conſequences. 
For when the ſtone walls of virtue 
are broken down, introduction is 
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thoſe of our dependants ; "3 
carefully avoiding all undue ex- 
penſes of dreſs and parade in our- 
ſelves, and diſcouraging it as much 
as we can in others; the check- 
ing an habitual fondneſs for plea- 
ſures, and the making g it our earneſt 
_ endeavour (as we then by the help 
of frugality more eafily may) to 
-comfort others with that comfort 
wherewith we are comforted of 
ny 
A little enlargement upon theſe 
particulars may not 888 unpro- 
fitable. 
Religion is the only ſure bali of 
happineſs, whether temporal or 
eternal; it is the corner- ſtone, with- 
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either beauty or duration. It is ſo 


> I thus world, and no ſuitable prepa- 


ntion to be made for another. What 


| chen is the firſt thought which 


ſhould ſtrike us, but the importance 


of improving every occaſion of 


J- placing every part of our duty te 
Isos, our fellow- creatures, and 
of ourſelves, in the moſt influencing 


view before thoſe, whom (if we 


ut 


at; which no building of this ſort 
can be fitly framed, or have in it 


inter woven with nature, that nature 
without it can no longer exiſt. It 
is that, without which there is no 


) Wliving with dignity and comfort in 


; 
* 
7 
x 
: A 
q 4 
7 
85 
: 
25 
2 
* 
» 


are not unnaturally indifferent to) 
we muſt be inclined as well as 


1. 2 bodbliged 


r 3 A RR 7s 
* wen ——— K——³²—e N - — Z F 3 


K Ree XS EE 2 
— —. * —_—_ 
— * ” * - * 


: * 2 * 23 

SES - 3 * 

MT. . zart der ee ere * 5 * 0 
2 a rr 


120 THE IMPORTANCE | 
obliged to preſerve from in, 
and to direct in the road to o bleſſing 
and to Heaven? 

Our own aeg have a call 
upon us, which nothing r. ex 
treme barbarity can reſiſt; and 
others, related to us in an inferior 


way, have a ri ght in this reſpect 


which cannot be diſregarded with- 


out diſobedience to the C briſtian 
law; without miſchief to them and 


' Whence is 


reproach to ourſelves, 


it but from omiſſions of this kind 
(omiſſions indeed ſadly counte- 
nanced by cuſtom), that the too ge- 
neral depravity in the lower ranks 
of people ariſes? Whence is it but 
from ene examples i in hi gher 
; life, 
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life, and. a total Hil to the 
moral. conduct of thoſe beneath 


them, that their dependants ſo fre- 
quently become diſſolute and aban- 
doned? W hile the maſter is pur- 
ſuing his diſſipated career till the 
morning bluſhes on his revels, the 
ſervant is loitering out his hours at 
the ale houſe in drinking, gaming, 

or. worſe. The upper orders of 


ſociety are not only cenſurable, 
therefore, in regard to their own 
miſconduct, but on account of the 


effects which, in point of influence, 


they produce upon the principles and 


manners of others. Did the ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity 1 more generally pre- 


vail, complicated good would re- 
„„ ſult 
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| ſult from it to the rich, to their de- their d 
pendants, and to their country. It Ih, to 
is the only effectual antidote againſt Il conten 
that licentious poiſon. which has placed 
been long increaſing amongſt us, WW away | 
and which is in almoſt every ſenſe I truth i 
our preſent diſtinguiſhed diſgrace. they n 
| Oppoſe then, to this prevailing Ill of the 
| contagion the powerful cure of the v 
living quiet and peaceable lives “ pea 
in all godlineſs and honeſty;” of and p 

giving every poſſible proof of ſub- laces. 

' miſſion and regard to eſtabliſhed forcib 
government and lawful authority; away 
and, if politics muſt be taught, let I tent, 1 
it be · to ſubmit to every ordinance | the ſu 
of man, for the Lord's and for con- ſurrec 
| ſcience* lake; to tender to all Iambit. 

| . Is their Wh 
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their due, to accuſe no man falſe- 70 
ly, to do violence to no man, to be, F 1 
content with the ſtation we are 
placed in by Providence, to put 
away lying and fraud, to ſpeak the 
truth in brotherly love, to wiſh that 
they may proſper who do the will 
of the Lord their God, to pray for 
the welfare of Jeruſalem, that 

8 peace may be within her walls, 
and plenteouſneſs within her pa- 

; Places.” This is the beſt and moſt 
4 forcible charm by. which to drive 
away thoſe infernal fiends, diſcon- | 
| I tent, faction, and tumult. This is 
I the ſureſt check to violence and in- 
ſurrection, by chaining down wild 
ambition, wanton riot, and furious ; 
reſent- 
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ata. This i is the only way 
to ſecure ** peace on earth,” and 


; to diffuſe and HOU 6 * good-will | 
” among 1 men.“ 


Vas Lg A PRAYER. 


Arm 10 HTY God and heavenly 
= Father! Who upholdeſt all things 
in heaven and in earth; who ruleſt 


Oder al 


: world, and diſpoſeſt of them AC- 


the kingdoms of the 


cording to thy good pleaſure ; ; We 
acknowledge that our many and. 


oreat provocations have ejuſtly drawn N 


down thy diſpleaſure againſt us as 


3 nation. 
| AI kh 4&4 


But thou art a merciful 


God, 


encloſ- 


ſtofed, 


ſpareſt when we deſerve punifh- 


ment, andi in thy Jud gment thinkeſt 
upon mercy. Thy arm, ſtretched 


out in time of danger, hath often- 


times wrought deliverance for this | 
land. Be favourable, O Lord, be 
favourable ſtill unto thy people, N 
Spare us, good Lord, ſpare thy peo- 
ple whom thou haſt redeemed with 
thy precious blood, and ſtill ſignal- | 


ized with thy wonderful | mercies. 


O Lord God of hoſts! make us 
1 way to eſcape out of thoſe fears 
and dangers wherein our ſins have 


encloſed us, that peace may be re- 


ſiefed, and the goſpel of peace con- | 


tinued : 
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God, full of compaſſion, long-ſuf- 
fering, and of great goodneſs. " Thou 
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tinued to us s and our r poſterity as 
long as the world endures. Let us 
learn righteouſneſs by thy judg- 


ments, and not dare to go on in our 


rebellious treſpaſſes againſt thee, 


when thou haſt ordained tumultu- 


ous commotions againſt. us. Diſ- 


pel the clouds, and turn away the 


ſtorms, and clear up the face of 


heaven, ſo blackened now over our 
heads. Hide us from the gathering 
together of the froward, and from 


the inſurrection of wicked doers. 
Let us lift up our ſouls unto the 


Lord, from whence cometh our 
help, and lay up our. treaſure } in that 


kingdom which cannot be moved. 


Let not hypocriſy or profaneneſs 
diſturb 


diſtur 
nor ſc 
weake 


one he 


thee « 
holy 1 
and p 
may | 
and cc 
one be 
hope 

one fa 
and F 
hencef 
of one 
bond « 
and cl 
mind: 


OP RELIGION, 127 


diſturb he peace of the church, 


weaken it; but grant us to be of 
one heart and one mind in ſerving 
thee our God, according to thy 


| WW holy will. Take away all hatred 


and prejudice, and whatever elſe 


may hinder us from godly union 


> Wand concord: that as there is but 
one body, and one ſpirit, and one 
hope of our calling; one Lord, 

one faith, one baptiſm; one God 
1 and Father of all; ſo we may 


. henceforth be all of one heart and 
e Jof one ſoul, united in one ſacred 


r bond of truth and peace, of faith 
and charity, and may with one 
mind and one mouth glorify thee, 
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128 THE IMPORTANCE 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, 
who with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit liveth and reigneth ever, 
one God, world without end. 
RS 
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2971 Cine CHAP, VI. 


. Fier FAY hal defined * the 


diſcharge of our duty to God: 
and devotion has been reſtricted to 


«an act of external worſhip.” 
Devotion, however, more compre- 
henſively conſidered, is neither 


private nor public prayer ; though 


prayers, whether private or public, 


are particular parts or inſtances of 
devotion. Devotion ſignifies a life 


given or devoted to God. 

He therefore i is the devoüt man, 
WhO lives no longer to his own will, 
or the way and ſpirit of the world, 


| bir to the ſole will of God. He 
M iS 
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is the devout man who conſiders 
God in every thing, who ſerves 
God in every thing, who makes all 


the parts of his daily life, parts of 


7 piety, by doing every thing in the 
name of God, and under ſuch rules 


as are conformable to his glory. 
We readily acknowledge thi 


God alone is to be the rule and 
meaſure of our prayers; that in 


them we are to look wholly unto 
him, and act wholly for him; that 


we are only to pray in ſuch a man- 
ner, for ſuch things, and ſuch ends 
as are ſuitable to his glory. Now 
let any one but find out the reaſon 
why he is to be thus ſtrictly pious 
in his 5 Prayers, and he wilh find the 
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ſame as ſtrong a reaſon to be as 
ſtrictly pious in all the other parts 
of his life. For there is not the 
Jeaſt ſhadow of a reaſon Why we 
ſhould” make God the rule and 
meaſure of our prayers, Why we 
ſhould then look wholly unto him, 


and pray according to his will, but 


what equally proves it neceſſary for 
us to look wholly unto God, and 
make him the rule and meaſure of 


all the other actions of our life: 


for any ways of our life, any em- 


ployment of our talents, whether 


of 'our parts, our time, or money, 


chat is not according t to the will of 
God, are as great Miche gs as prayers 
Fat are not Feng to the will. 
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duty to! live by reaſon, and to devote 5 
all the actions of our lives to God; P 
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of God. Were it not our ſtrict 


5 * 939 


duty | 


were it not abſolutely neceſſary to I, a 
walk before him in wiſdom; and . en. 
| holingſs, doing every thing in his I id t 

| nameand forhis glory; there would ive . 
be no excelleney or wildom. in the action 
moſt. heayenly Prayers +3 nay, ſuch the da 
_ prayers would be abſurdities; they *. 
would be like prayers for ug, av urd 
when it a4, no part. of our "uy ie 
to Ny. $545 4 hey CC 
As ſure, 8 a8 1 OO is 4 5 
any wiſdqm i in praying for the ſpi- | It is 
rit of God, ſo ſure is ĩt that we are caſt OP 
to make that ſpirit. the rule of al) rim F 
our actions. Af ſure as it is our © live: 
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duty to look wholly unto God in 
our prayers; ſo ſure is it, that it 
is our duty to live wholly unto God 


1 Jin our lives. But we cannot be 
aid to live unto God, unleſs we 
Je unto him in all the ordinary 
- actions of our lives, unleſs he be 


h the rule and meaſure of all our 
ways. So that unrcaſonable and 


be abſl urd ways of lite 5 whether in 
0 employment or diverſion, whether 
ty 


they conſume our time or our mo- 
ney, are alike an offence to God. 


5 1 Tt is for want of Lnoteing, or at 
wh eaſt conft dering this, that we {ce 


ich a mixture of contradiction i in 
all. 
be lives of ſome people. T. hey are 
ict, perbaps, as to times and 
„ places 
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places of worſhip ; but when the 
ſervice. of the church-i is over, they 


appear like thoſe, who. ſeldom or 


never come there. In their man- 


ner of ſpending their time and mo- 
ney, in their cares and pleaſures, 
in their labours and diverſions, 
they are like the reſt of the world. 
=P his frequently makes the licen- 
tious part of mankind ridicule thoſe 
who are devout, becauſe they ſee 


their devotion goes no farther than 


f their prayers; and that they live in 


as free an enjoyment of all the fol- 
lies of life as other people, till the 
time of prayer returns again. This 


5 flimſy. veil of piety juſtly makes 
its wearers the ridicule of careleſs 
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they 
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| and worldly £ people 2 no t becauſo 


they are really devoted to God; but 
becauſe they are ſeen to have no 


other pretence to the character of 
devout perſons, except the form of 
joining in occaſional prayer. 


If we were to ſee a man pre- 


tending to at: 0holy with _ 


to God in every: thing that he did, 

and yet at the ſame time ee 
all prayer, whether public or pri- 
vate; ſhould we not be ſurpriſed 


at ſuch a man, and wonder how he 


could have ſo much folly: along 


with ſo much religion! ? Let this 


is as reaſonable as for any perſon 


to pretend to ſtrictneſs in-devotion, 
and yet let his life paſs away with- 
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out any pious obſervances; for it 
s as great an abſurdity to ſuppoſe 
holy prayers without a life ſuitable 
to them, as to ſuppoſe an holy life 


without prayers. 
The ſum of the matter is briefly 


this: either reaſon and religion : 
preſcribe rules and ends to all the 
ordinary actions of our life, or they 


do not. If they do; then it is as 


neceſſary to govern all our actions 
by thoſe rules, as it is neceſſary to 
| worſhip God. 
teaches us how to uſe the world, 
and to direct our conduct in our 


| paſſage through it: if it tells us 


what tempers we are to have in 


common life; how we are to behave 


towards 


For if religion 
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| towards the ſick, the poor, the old, 
the deſtitute; if it tells us whom 
we are to treat with particular love, 
or whom we are to regard with par- 
ticular eſtegm ; if it directs us how 
ve are to treat the failings of others, 


and-how we! are to morti fy and re- 


brain our on lil paſſions; be 


muſt be very weak who canithink 
theſe parts af-religion are net to be 


obſerved with as much exactneſs 


as 0 deine char relate 25 


5 


1 1417 
PLAY: Een 2 of. + 6 "4 | ita < © 


Our blend. APR OP "hits 


apoſtles are continually enforeing 


the ; motal: precepts which relate 

to common life; inſtructinglus on 

wy occaſion todo to others as w 
36457 would 


e eee 
3 <= 1 . 


— — 
8 2 
n... 
re 4 
+ 


9 Nr 
— r 2 —— —— 


ada.” 
* * 
— « 


„n 9 1 
— 4 


CG oe” 
7 —& - 
— — — — — 


— 


. 7 Wires vor A es I Te 


- — , AP eye 


138 


THE IMPORTANCE | 


would they ſhould do unto us. 


They invite us to renounce the 


world, and differ in every temper 
and mode of life, from the tenour 
and conduct of worldly men; to 
renounce all its precarious good, to 


fear none of its tranſitory evils, to 


reject its periſhable allurements, 
and have no longings after its 
ſhort-lived felicities; 


to be as 
new-born babes, that are born 1 into 


a new ſtate of things; to live as 
_ pilgrims, in ſpiritual watching, in 
boly fear, and heavenly aſpiring 
after another life 3 to take up our 


daily croſs; to deny ourſelves; to 
cheriſh meekneſs and poverty ct 
ſpirit ; ; to forſake the pride and 

vanity 


vanitj 
found 
up wil 
ignat 
tering 
the fle 
the pr 
withoi 
and pr 
the wil 
thren, 
with 


Jour W 


God ; 

rice th 
tence, 
ate in 
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with all mankind; 


ate into a life of eternal glory :— 
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unity of riches; to live in the pro- 
foundeſt ſtate of humility ; to bear 
up with Chriſtian fortitude and re- 
hgnation under all our worldly ſuf- 
ferings; to refiſt ** the luſt of 
the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and 
the pride of life; to bear 1 injuries 
without ſeeking revenge; to forgive 
and pray for our enemies; to regard 
the whole human race as our bre- 
thren, and to live in fellowſhip 
to give up 
our whole hearts and affections to 
God; and ſtrive, by running the 
rice that is ſet before us with pa- 
tence, to enter through the ſtrait 
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which was taught by the great 
Founder of our faith, in didor to 
make it the camman e of all 
his followers. 
If contempt of be world; 5 
5 heavenly-mindedneſs, are neceſſary 
acquirements for thoſe who profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians, it is neceſ- 
ſary that they ſhould appear in the 


common courſe of their lives. If 


 Jelj-demial be a condition. of ſalva- 
tion, all who would be ſaved, 
muſt make it a part of their ordi- 
: nary life. If humility: be a Chriſ- 
tian duty, then the common life of 
a Chriſtian ſhould diſplay a con- 


ſtant courſe of humility in all its 


kinds. If meekneſs of fpirit-be re- 
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quired, it ſhould appear in the 
tenour and temper of every day of 
our lives. If we are to relieve the 


indigent, to ſuccour the infirm, to 
viſit the widow and fatherleſs in 
their affliction; ” theſe charitable 


virtues muſt appear in our common 


conduct, as far as we can render 


ourſelves able to fulfil them. I 


we are to forgive our enemies, We 


muſt make our life a viſible exerciſe 
and demonſtration of our good-will 


to all. If thankfulneſs and con- 
tentment be duties to God, they 


are the duties of every day, and in 
every cigeumſiange of. our lives. If 6 
we are to be artleſs. as new-born. 
babes, we can only become fo by. 
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1 


tenouncing every thing that 1 is dif. 


honeſt and vicious in our commerce 


with the world. If we deſign to 


follow Chriſt, it muſt be in our 


common mode of ſpending every 


day; and if this holy diſpoſition 


does not enter into our habitual 


practice, we do not live the life of 
Chriſtians: ſince Chriſtianity is 


ſo far from leaving us to live in the 


general habits of the world, by 
conforming to the folly of cuſtom, 
and gratifying the paſſions and 
tempers which worldly men de- 


light in; it is ſo far from indul- 


ging us in any of theſe propen- 
ities, - 
; multitude to do evil, # that all the 


and in following a 


virtues 
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virtues which it makes neceſſary to 
ſalvation, are only ſo many ways 


of living above, and contraty to 
the world in all the common ac- 
tions of our life. 


But yet, though all this is very 


. yet it is as plain, that there 
is little of this conduct to be ob- 


ſerved, even among the better ſort 


of people. You ſee them perhaps 


often at church, and pleaſed with 
fine preachers ; but look into their 
lives, and you perceive that they are 
juſt the ſame ſort of people as others 
are who make no pretences to de- 


The difference that you 


votion. 
diſcover between them, is only the 
difference of their natural tempers. 
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They have the ſame taſte of the I their 
world, the ſame worldly cares, and I 2% d 
fears, and joys; the fame vain turn here 
of mind; the ſame fondneſs for | truth 
ſtate and equipage; the ſame pride Chri 
in dreſs; the ſame ſelf-love, and if Cl 
readineſs in cenſuring others; the I man“ 
ſame ſhallow friendſhips and tion t 
groundleſs diſlikes; the ſame le- lay th 
vity of manners; the ſame eager- Ar 
neſs after diverſions; the ſame tri- fore a 
fling modes of ſpending their time the lin 
in viſiting and converſation, as the people 
reſt of the faſhionable world. They J the 
do not live as if they belonged to N Chriſ 
different orders of beings, had dif- | But 
ferent views in their heads, and en, 
different rules and meaſures for all | 


or RELIGION, | 15 


if Chriſtianity has not changed a 


tion to theſe things, what can we 
ſay that it has done for him? 


fore aſk, how it comes to paſs, that 


the people are thus ſtrangely contrary 


hey 0 the ſpirit and Principles * 


Ito Chriſtianity. 


gif. But before a direct Af is 


and Niven, it may alſo be fitly inquired, 


allo it comes to paſs that ſwearing 


their! „ IS 


their actions: and yet, if they do 
4 not differ in thoſe points which are 
here deſcribed, can it with any 
truth be ſaid that the one is a good 8 
Chriſtian, and the ozher not? And 


man's mind and temper with rela- 


A reaſonable i inquirer may chere · 


the lives even of the better ſort of 
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is ſo corhmon A vice among 'Chriſ- 

tians. Among men it is ſo com- 
mon, that perhaps there are more 
than two in three who are guilty of 
it through the u hole courſe of their 
lives, ſwearing more or eſs, juſt as 


it happens; ſome' conſtantly, others 


only now and then, as it were by 
chance. How comes it to paſs, 
that the greater part of mankind are 
guilty of ſo groſs and profane a ſin 
as this? There is neither i ignorance 


| erg infirmity to plead for 
> Its againſt an expreſs com- 


ra aba and the moſt plain doc- 
trine of our bleſſed Saviour. Do 
but find the reaſon Why! the gene- 

rality 'of men live i in the practice of 
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this fidtorious vice, and the reaſon 
will then be found why the gene- 


rality even of the better ſort of peo- 
ple live ſo contrary to the N ; 


of Chriſtianity. 


Now the reaſon of common 

ſwearing is this: — becauſe men 
have not the intention to pleaſe ; 
Gop in all their actions. For let 


a man but have ſo much piety in 


his ſoul as to intend to pleaſe God 


in all the actions of his life, as the 


happieſt and beſt thing in the 
world, and then he will ſwear no 
more. It will beas impoſſible for 
him to ſwear, whilſt he feels this 
intention within himſelf, as it is 
impoſſible for a man who intends 


to 
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to pleaſe his benefactor to inſult 
and abuſe him to his face. 


It ſeems but a ſmall and neceſ- 
ſary part of piety to have ſuch a 


Iincere intention as this, and that 
he has no juſt reaſon to call himſelf 
a diſciple of Chriſt, who is not thus 
far advanced i in holineſs. And yet 
it is purely for want of this degree 


of piety that ſuch a mixture of ſin 
and folly is ſcen in the world. It 
is for want of this intention that 
men who profeſs religion, yet live in 


habits of ſwearing and ſenſuality. 
It is for want of this intention that 
women who appear devout, yet 
live in all the fooleries and vanities 


of indolence and diſſipation. For 
* 
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let a woman feel her heart full of 
this intention, and ſhe will no more 


paint or dreſs in order to excite 


public notice, than ſhe will dance 


know that the one is as far from 
the wiſdom and excellency of the 


[t was this general intention that 


tianity ſuch eminent inſtances of 
practical piety. And if the reader 
will here ſtop, and ſeriouſſy aſk 


42 his own heart will tell him that it 
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upon a rope to do it. She will 


Chriſtian character as the other. 


made the early profeſſors of Chriſ- 


* himſelf, why he is not as pious as 
the primitive Chriſtians were?— 


Is neither through Ignorance. nor 
ina- 
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inability, but entirely becauſe he 
never thoroughly intended it. 
Let a tradeſman have this Wen 
tion, and it will make his every- day 
buſineſs a courſe of wiſe and rea- 
ſonable actions, made holy to God, 
by being done in obedience to his 
will and pleaſure. He will buy and 
ſell, and labour and travel, becauſe, 
by ſo doing, he can procure ſome 
good to himſelf and others. But 
he will conſider what methods, 
What application can make worldly 
buſineſs moſt acceptable to God, 


and render a life of trade a lite of 


6 integrity and piety. 


Let the man of birth and fortune 


. have 


have th 
him to 
life. 1 
idleneſs 
becauſe 
obnoxic 
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have this intention, and it will lead 
him to a wiſe and regular courſe of 
life. He will not live in vicious 
idleneſs, or groſs intemperance, 


becauſe theſe things are unholy, and 


obnoxious to his Creator. He does 


not aſk. what is allowable and par- 
donable, but what is commendable 
and praiſeworthy. He does not 
alk whether God will forgive the 
folly of our lives, the madneſs of 
our pleaſures, or the careleſs con- 


ſumption of our time; but he aſks 
whether God is pleaſed with theſe 


things, or whether they are the ap- 
pointed ways of obtaining his fa- 
vour. He does not inquire whe- 
ther it be pardonable. to hoard up 


money 
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money, whilſt the widow and the 
| orphan, the ſick and the infirm 
want to be relieved; but he aſks 
whether God has required theſe 
things at our hands, and whether 
we ſhall be called to account at the 
| laſt day for them. For it is not his 
intent to live in ſuch ways as God 
may perhaps pardon ; but to be 
diligent in the diſcharge of ſuch 
duties as God will infallibly re- 
ward. | 

We obſerve two perſons. 
is regular in public and kay 
prayer ; the other 1s not. One 
flutters away his time in viſiting 
and diverſions ; ; and diſſipates his 
: fortune in ſelfiſn Singener 
Another, 
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Another, carefulof employingevery 
day to ſome uſeful purpoſe, divides 
his hours by the rules of reaſon and 


religion, and expends the greater 


part of his income in works of 
benevolence and charity. Now the 
difference in theſe two perſons does 
not ariſe from any ſecret cauſe, that 
one has ſtrength and power to act 
thus, and the other has not; but' 


it is entirely owing to this, that 
one intends to pleaſe God in the 


right uſe of all his time and all his 


money, and the other has, no inten- 
tion about it. 


Here therefore let us judge our 
own hearts ſincerely; let us not 
ninly content ourſelves with the 


0 common 
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common diſorders of our lives, 
fancying that they are ſuch imper- 
fections as we fall into through the 
unavoidable weakneſs and trailt; 
of our natures: but let us be al. 
| ſured that thefe diſorders ariſe from 
the ſole cauſe here afſigned; and 
that the reaſon why we ſee no real 
 Helf-denial, no eminent charity, no 
profound humility, no true con- 
tempt of the world, no Chriſtian 
mcekneſs, no fincere zeal, no ex- 
emplary piety in the common lives 
of Chriſtians, is becauſe they do 
not intend ſincerely to practiſe theſe 
virtues; becauſe they do not cul- 
tivate the firſt and moſt funda- 


nne principle of Chriſtianity, 


na mel, | 
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namely — on intention to pleaſe 
GOD in all our ations. 


A MEDITATION. Xe 


ls there any dream like the dream 


eh mouſe with ee 


lived phantoms, to the neglect and 
diſregard of eternal concerns? IS 
there any folly like the folly of 
man, who is too buſily employed 
on trifles to be at leiſure for ſe- 


rious reflection? Do I not, O my 


foul} when I conſider death, think 


of it only as a miſerable ſeparation 


from the enjoyments of this life? 
Do I not think of it with dread, 
O 2 rather 
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rather on account of leaving a pro- 
ſperous ſituation, than on going un- 
prepared to meet the Judge of the 


Whole earth? Yet what is there 


dreadful in death, but the conſe- 


quences of it? What does any 
thing ſignify to a dead man, but 
the ſtate his ſoul is in? If I am 


going into the Joys of heaven, can 
there be any reaſon to grieve, that 


this ſhould happen to me before ! 
come to a mature age? If Iam 
to go among loſt ſpirits, can there 
be any. cauſe for being more CON- 
tent, becauſe this happens to me 
when I am old and full of riches? 
If good angels are ready to receive 
my foul, can it be any grief to me 
that 
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that I ſhould dic in a cottage or a 
garret? And if I am to be con- 
ſigned to a place of torments, can 
it afford any comfort that I reſign 
my breath under a canopy of ſtate? 
The greatneſs and importance of 
thoſe things which follow death, 
make all that goes before {ink into 
leſs than nothing. What a dread- 
ful infatuation is it, that the buſtle 


and buſineſs of life, or the idle va- 


nities of it, ſhould keep us in ſuch 
a ſtate of unconcern to the ever- 
laſting happineſs or miſery which 
awaits us after this ſhort period of 
probation! For in the midſt of 
this deadly ſtupor, what numbers 
of ſouls are ſurpriſed with a ſum- 
"WY mons 
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mons into the other world! 
are taken from their ſhops and 
farms, others from their diverſions, 
others at their own fire-fides ; and 
all perhaps at an hour when they 
leaſt expected it. Affrighted at the 
approach of death, confounded at 
the vain iſſue of their earthly pro- 
jects, and aſtoniſhed at the folly of 
their paſt lives; conſcience becomes 
their accuſer, brings all their life- 
long ſins to remembrance, torments 
them with vain compunction and 
fruitleſs remorſe, preſents them 
with the ſpeedy proſpect of being 
arraigned before an offended Judge, 
who ſentences them to have their 
Portion with the worm that never 
| ies, 
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dies, the fire that is never quenched, 


and the wailings which never ceaſe. 
O! let me bleſs God that Iam not 


yet of this number! Let me adore. 


his ſtill-extended goodneſs, 2 that 


time and ſtrength are given me to 
work out my ſalvation; and let me 
| ſupplicate the gracious aſſiſtance 


of his Holy Spirit, that the conti- 


nuance of my life may not add to 
the meaſure of my guilt. O Lord! 
thou requireſt truth in the inward 
parts; for unto thee all hearts are 
open, all deſires known, and from 


thee no ſecrets can be hid. Do 


thou, therefore, in thy tender mer- 


cy pardon me, for all ſuch hypo- 


criſy and treacherous dealing as 1 
bare 
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have been guilty of towards thee. 

Impreſs on my ſoul, a ſteady and 
ſincere defire, a conſtant and uni- 
form intention to pleaſe thee in all 


my actions; that my life may be 


uſcful, and my death happy. Let 
me not be almoſt but altogether a 
Chriſtian; and not ſo much con- 
cerned to /zem religious, as to be ſo 
in deed and in truth, that I may ſe- 
cretly rejoice in the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience. Give me gracc 
ſo to redeem the days and years 
paſſed in negle& of the duties 

which thou haſt ſet before me, in 
vain thoughts, in unworthy pur- 
ſuits, in floth, and in folly, that 

1 ny apfig my heart to true wiſ- 
dom; 
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dom; and by repentance obtain for- 


giveneſs. Let the doing of thy 


holy will, the e, thy 


bleſſed name, and the co; ing of 


thy heavenly favour, be e great 


end which I aſpire after in all my 


undertakings: that when it ſhall 
be thy pleaſure to call me hence, 1 


may die with juſt confidence in thy 


mercy; and be received among 
thoſe ſinners to whom ſorrow and 
reformation ſhall have obtained 
pardon, through the merits of] eſus 


Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. 
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CHAP. vir. 


Ns Traxr Gop ought to be wor- 
ſhipped, is a principle of natural 
religion, immediately ariſing from 
an acknowledgment of his ex- 
iſtence, in whatever relation we 
conſider him. He is our Maker, 
the parent of the whole family of 
mankind: he has then a paternal 
right to every expreſſion of filial 
reſpect and reverence. He is the 
Lord, the Sovereign of nature, 
whoſe dominion extends over all 
creation: he has then a juſt claim 
to univerſal homage. He is the 
Ruler of the world, on whom our 
exiſtence 
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think it reaſonable to addreſs him 


for protection. He is our ſupreme 


Benefactor, who every day confers 
ſome new, or repeats ſome former 


bleſſing : We muſt then acknow- 
ledge our obligations to offer up 


praiſes and adoration for his good- 
neſs. He is the moſt amiable and 
tranſcendent of beings, the ſource of 


all purity and all perfection: to 


him then ſhould all the beſt affec- 


tions of our foul breathe love and 


veneration. As far as the bleſſings 


derived from HTM, the fountain of 
all bleſſings, exceed the good offices. 


we receive que from another, ſo 
4 vhs 1105 
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much better right has He to our 


. and praiſe! 
If you ſearch the world, ſays an 


eminent heathen author “, you may 


find cities without wealth, without 


walls, without princes: but no 
man ever ſaw a city without a de- 


_ ity, without a temple, and without 
prayers. 


Whence it ſhould ſeem 
that devotion is natural to the hu- 


man mind, and as characteriſtic of 
our ſpecies as reaſon itſelf. No ar- 


gument can render it clearer than 


it appears by its own light. We 


have an inherent perception of the 
e and rectitude of . 


* Plutarch. 
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humbly with our God, as well as 


of doing juſtly to men. That we 
ought to worſhip the Lord our 


Maker by the beſt expreffions of 


regard, ſubmiſſion, and humility, 
is as ſelf- evident as the obligation 


to any of the ſocial duties. The 
Chriſtian Lawgiver, however, has 


added hs authority to the law of 
reaſon and nature, and has alſo 
ſuperadded an inſtruction not given 


in nature—that we ſhould offer up 


our prayers in his name. 
The worſhip of God is attended 


with the happieſt effects, t is 


itſelf virtue, and inſtrumental to 


virtue. No other method can be 


conceived more effectual to Keep 
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alive in the ſoul a ſenſe of God's 

immediate providence; to bring us 
under an habitual belief of his in- 
ſpection ; to open the mind to ſe- 
rious reflections, devout ſentiments, 
and virtuous reſolutions. Public 
worſhip may alſo naturally be ex- 


pected to promote peace and good- 


will: becauſe when we aſſemble in 
the duties of devotion, we ought 
all to conſider ourſelves allied to 
as brethren, heirs of 
the ſame hopes, and children of the 
ſame Father whos in heaven. 

A ſenſe of general duty, and a 


dais of devotion daily encouraged 


under our own roots, will be the 
beſt introduction to an attendance 


upop 
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upon public worſhip: that happy 
employment of ſoul and body, 


which beyond all other acts diſ- 


covers the excellence of human 


nature, proclaims its dependence 


and its gratitude, expreſſes its faith 
and hope, and joy ful expectation; 


brings it to a ſolemn intercourſe 


with its Redeemer, its Sanctifier, 
and its God; and makes it, as it 
were, anticipate its future bliſsful 


ſtate, when mortality ſhall be 


ſwallowed up of life.” Strange is 
it, that a remiſſneſs in this reſpect 
ſhould be ſeen among Chriſtians 


even in a fingle inſtance, but 


ſtranger ſtill, and moſt deeply to be 
lamented, that a neglect of the 


3 Lord 
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Lord's Day, that great day of 


' Chriſtian triumph, a day made fo 
memorable, and dear, and intereſt- 
ing, on many accounts, 
kind, ſhould be growing into a 
popular habit, inſomuch that every 
idle pretence is thought a ſufficient 
excuſe for deſerting the ſervice of 
God; 
tion of time which he moſt poſi- 
tively claims as appropriate to his 
divine Majeſty, is ſquandered with 


to man- 


nay, when even that. por- 


indecent diſregard, or with an ap- 
pearance of open contempt and 


_ defiance, by which perhaps no age 
but our own has been degraded 
ſince the firſt planting of Chriſti- 
anity in our iſland. But if God's 


expreſs 
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expreſs command. AXE ſhall keep 


my ſabbaths and reverence my ſanc- 
tuary, — is inſufficient to prevent 


or ſubdue this alarming evil; can 


it be a wonder that the miniſters of 


his ſacred word, however intent 


upon their duty, ſhould utter their 


admonitions without effect? If 
levity, and attachment to worldly 
pleaſures, render us totally neg- 
lectful of exprefling our thankful- 
neſs to God for his bleſſin gs; do 


we not hereby diſcover ſuch a want 


of proper feeling, fucha callouſneſs 


and corruption in our natures, as 


ſhows our principles to be immoral, 


+ muſt juſtly expoſe us to the 


P 3 high 
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high diſpleaſure of Heaven? What 
can be the probable conſequence of 
the heads of families deſerting their 
reſpective charge, and leaving the 
young and inexperienced, the ig- 


norant and uninformed, and that 


too at the moſt critical period of 
life, but that inlet to all wicked- 


| neſs, — SABBATH- BREAKING? 


This, in courſe, leads to an inter- 
mixture with improper company, 
and by a too eaſy tranſition, a ſur- 
render of what right diſpoſition 


there might before have been to re- 


fiſt ſurrounding temptation. Hence 


i is that Sunpay, that day of the 


Lox in a moſt peculiar ſenſe, is, 


inſtead 


inſtea 
to pub 


to u nl 


| often, 
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things ou 
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faith, reli; 


inſtead of being kept holy devoted 


to public ramblings*, to travelling, 
to unſeaſonable entertainment, and 
often, it is to be feared, to places 


not merely of levity and diſſipa- 


| | In theneighbourhood of London, it was the 
_ cuſtom, not many years ago, to aſſemble in the 


public walks on a Sunday evening, when the pub- 


lic worſhip of the day was over. But now, the 
morning ſervice is ſcarcely at an end, before Hyde 
Park is crowded like a race-courſe, and a fort of 
Vauxhall promenade 1s kept up all the afternoon, 
to the almoſt total deſertion of our churches and 
chapels at both ends of the town. Surely theſe 


things ought not to be ſo ina Chriſtian country, 
under circumſtances ſo peculiarly awakening as 


our preſent are, and eſpecially when we have be- 
fore us, in a neighbouring kingdom, the baleful 
conſequences of national apoſtacy from religious 


faith, religious practice, and religious principles. 
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tion, but of groſs debauchery. This 


evil ſadly marks our age, in the 
verge of moſt great cities, and 
is daily productive of miſchiefs not 
to be calculated. Now what pre- 
tence can there be for thus turning 
our backs upon God and his or- 
dinances, and for making ſhi p- 
wreck of faith and conſcience? 


Health is the only plauſible pretext 


for this irreligious deſertion. And 
this not only evinces itſelf to be a 
flimſy but alſo a falſe pretence; 
inaſmuch as hundreds who are not 
aſhamed to ihun the temples of 
their God from the dread of catch- 
ing cold, can yet brave the ſevereſt 


weather to mingle with their gay 
aſſo. 
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affociates; when pleaſure and not 
duty leads the way. But admitting 
that health was the real motive 
which induced us to neglect the 
duties of the ſabbath : is the health | 
of the body to be attended to in ex- 
cluſion of the health of the ſoul? 
Will ſuch a pretence avail us at the _ 
tribunal of our Judge, when not 
only our own contempt of God's 
command ſhall appear againſt us, 
but when others with whoſe eter- 
nal good we trifled, ſhall unite in 
our condemnation, and charge 
their undoing upon our example? 
Was it ſo with the early profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity ? Did they conceive 
themſelyes to fare the worſe for a 

regular 
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regular attendance upon the wor- 
ſhip of God? Did it appear to 


them that the enj oyment of health 


and life was incompatible with obe- 
dience to the divine will? Or did 
they not rather enjoy a fuller ſecu- 
rity in theſe reſpects, than we can 


do, where all is put to the hazard, 
from an ill- timed purſuit of plea- 


ſure in © following the multitude 
to do evil?“ 


The ends for which the Gabbath 


was originally inſtituted, andfr om 
which the command was from time 
to time renewed, were principally 


theſe: 1ſt, That men might conti- 


nually commemorate the works of Jour Goc 


creation: adly, That the labourer þ 
ll nl 
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and the ſervant, and even the cattle, 


might have a time of reſt: nd. : 
3dly, That the Jews might com- 


memorate their deliverance out of 
Egypt, which to that people was, 


as it were, a new creation. But 


then, inſtead of the Jewiſh ſabbath, 
there ſucceeded. by the appoint- 
ment and practice of the apoſtles, 
the commemoration of our bleſſed | 
Lord's reſurrection: which coming 


to paſs upon the firſt day of the 


week, the Chriſtian ſabbath was 


thenceforth kept on what we now 


thereby dedicated unto the Lord 


our God and Saviour, and ſet apart 


ior the exerciſe of religious duties, 


both 


473 s 
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both public and private. We muſt 
not only reſt from the works of 
our calling, but our time muſt be 
employed in all ſuch pious acts as 
tend to the glory of God, and the 
ſalvation of our own ſouls. We 
ought regularly to frequent the aſ- 
ſemblies of public worſhip, not to 
talk or gaze about us, but to join 
in the prayers of the- church, to 
hear the goſpel expounded, to re- 
ceive the holy ſacrament when ad- 


miniſtered, and contribute to the 


relief of the poor, if there be any 
collection for their ſ upport, that 
we may thereby openly profeſs 
ourſelves Chriſtians, which is one 
great end of publicly“ aſſembling 
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ourſelves together,” We ought in 


private to enlarge our ordinary de- 
votions ; to improve our religious 


knowledge by reading and medi- 
tating upon divine ſubjects; to in- 


ſtru& our children and families; 


do viſit the ſick and the poor, com- 
„ forting them by ſcaſonable aſſiſt- 


\ Þ ance; and taking care that no ſour— 
J neſs or moroſeneſs mingle with 


our ſerious frame of mind, in our 


others, In ſhort, every returning 
Sunday ſhould be conſecrated in a 
peculiar manner, by works of picty 
and works of charity, by a recol- 
ne lection of thoſe bleſſings and com- 


nz forts we have received from the 
. bounty 


ur- Q 


converſation or intercourſe with 


178 THE IMPORTANCE 


bounty of Heaven, by humiliation, 
for our unworthineſs, by thank(- 
giving for the unmerited mercies 
Mill extended to us, and by prac- 
tiſing whatever tends to the real 
honour of God, or to the true in- 
tereſts of religion and virtue: al. 
Ways remembering, that, however 
diligent we may be in our carthly 
cCallings, there is no maſter to ſerve 
10 good as God; and in the end, 
no work ſhall be ſo well rewarded 
as his ſervice. By ſpending the 
Lord's day, moreover, in religious 
exerciſes, we acquire new power to 
perform N will every Gay 1 in 
the week. 
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5 follies of modern reformers, and 
pretenders to ſuperior enlargement 


of mind, thatthey haveendeavoured 
to deſtroy the ſanctity, and, it 
courſe, the eſſential purpoſes of 
this ſacred inſtitution. They have 


laboured to render it a day of plea- 
ſurable diverſion ; and if they com- 
pletely ſucceed, they will have 


made Sunday in no reſpect dif- 


ferent from the other days of the 
week: for if one man be allowed 


heſto purſue pleaſure at public places, 


2usÞnother who feels the influence of 
r toſfkyarice more than the love of plea- 


7 WYure, will juſtly claim a right to 


023 there 


urſue his lucrative labour. And 


onflndeed, it muſt be owned. that 
th 
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there would be far leſs evil in pro- 
ſecuting the deſigns of honeſt in- 


duſtry, than in relaxing the nerves 
of the mind by a diſſolute purſuit 
of ſuch pleaſures as uſually termi- 
nate in immorality and ruin. The 
national ſpirit and ſtrength mult be 
impaired by national corruption, 

| Every thing which promotes virtue 
18 falutary to the mind, conſidered 


only as a bracing medicine. And 


the inſtitution of a day, therefore, 
devoted to reſt and reflection, after 
ſix days ſpent in labour or diſſipa- 


tion, is not only wiſe in a political 


and religious view, but highly 


agreeable to the nature of man. 
| Was it not a commandment of the 


Almighty 


ſation. 
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Almighty that we ſhould “ keep 
holy the ſabbath-day?“ 8 5 


Nou the fanctifying of the ſab- 


bath conſiſts in two things : firſt, 


in reſting from all common bu- 


ſineſs pertaining to our natural life: 


ſecondly, in conſecrating that reſt 
wholly to the ſervice of God. If 
then thoſe recreations which are 


lawful at other times, are on the 


ſabbath not allowed; much more 


ſhould thoſe be refrained from, 
which are at all times unlawtul. 


Ihe interval between the morn- 
ing and evening ſervice of the 
church, may ſurely be ſpent in 
reading, or in improving conver= 
ſation. The reſt of the day, even 


„ to 
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to eight o clock, may, in the me- 


tropolis, be paſſed at church, if any 
one chooſes it. And though there 


is no obligation to attend at more 


than the eſtabliſhed times, yet no 


man can ſay there are no proper 


places of public reſort, when he 
can ſcarcely paſs through a ſtreet 
without ſeeing a church-door open, 
and hearing a bell inviting him to 
enter. The little time which re- 
mains after the uſual duties of the 
day, may certainly be ſpent in ſuch 

a manner as to cauſe no wearinels. 

A cheerful walk amid rural ſcenes 
1s capable of affording in fine 
weather a delightful pleaſure, In 
all ſeaſons, and at all hours, con- 
verſation 
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verſation may be made to furniſn 
a refined delight; and ſuch books 


may be procured as are able to ex- 


alt and improve the ſoul. He who 
queſtions the truth of this, muſt 


allow his hearers to queſtion his 
claim to the title of a rational being. 


Any new-created want of public 


diverſions or amuſements muſt 


originate from the defect of a reli- 
gious education, or from ſubſe- 
quent diſſipation. which leaves no 


reliſh for the proper and natural 


methods of paſſing a Sunday, in 
the performance of religious duties, 
and the exertions of Chriſtian cha- 
rity, But when death and judg- 
ment are in view, we ſhall find 

dhat 


184 THE IMPORTANCE 


that to have ** ſerved the Lord in 
fear, and to have ** rejoiced unto 


him with reverence,” will afford a 


ſatisfaction far beyond all the flect- 
ing gratifications of this deluding 


world. We ſhall then freely ac- 
knowledge that ** a day paſſed in 


the courts of the Lord” will yield 


more ſelf-approbation than years 


devoted to thoughtleſs pleaſure. 
We ſhall then gladly own, that to 
have been guided by Chriſtian pru- 


dence, to have ſubmitted to Chriſ- 


tian diſcipline, to have joined our- 
ſelves heartily to God and his ſer- 
vice, by a ſerious and regular ob- 
ſervance of the Chriftian ſabbath, 


will be of more avail than all the 
blan- 
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blandiſhments of Eaſhionable levity 


to procure peace and conſolation at 


the laſt. 


A PRAYER FOR SUNDAY. 


O Almighty and merciful God! 


who in thy good providence haſt 


commanded the obſervation of the 


ſabbath for the benefit of man; 


grant that we may ever improve _ 
this gracious inſtitution to promote 
and ſet forward our ſalvation. May 


every thing we hear, or read, or 


pray for on this thy ſacred day, 


produce a good effect upon our 


conduct every day of our lives; 


that | 
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that ſo, every revolving ſabbath 
may make us better Chriſtians as 


we advance in life, and render us 


Fitter for our death as it brings us 


nearer to it. Let us never forget, 
O heavenly Father, it is thy will 
and commandment that we 2 
keep holy the ſabbath- day, 
thankful remembrance of the crea- 
tion of the world, and of the re- 
demption of mankind by the death 
of thy bleſſed Son. Let us eſteem 
it our higheſt privilege and our 
trueſt happineſs to have a day ſet 


apart for thy praiſe and ſervice, 
and for ſerious attention to the con- 


cerns of our own ſouls. Help us 
to examine our hearts and lives, 
and 


and tc 
them. 
we ne; 
We CO 
be any 
or an) 
which 
it ther 
ferenc. 
worſhi 
prayer, 
piety, 
day diſ 
thine « 
Let it 
the ſtat 
togethe 


beings | 


beings who have one grand intereſd 


OF RELIGION. 187 


and to diſcover all that is amiſs in 
them. If there be any duty which 
we neglect, or any iniquity which 
we continue to practiſe; if there 
be any evil habit to which we yield, 
or any unchriſtian temper againſt 


which we do not earneſtly contend ; 


if there be any inattention or indif- | 


ference in the midſt of our public 


worſhip, any neglect of ſecret 
prayer, or any diſlike to ſerious 
piety, we pray that we may this 
day diſcover and correct it, through 


thine eſpecial grace aſſiſting us. 


Let it be our common aim, upon 
the ſtated returns of duty, to meet 


together in the houſe of God, as 


de- 
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depending, and j in united proſpect, 


-an EVERLASTING SABBATH, 
Pardon, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 


the ſins of the paſt week: and let 
not our manifold offences prevent 
our prayers from aſcending to thee, 
or withhold the influence of thy 
2 Spirit from deſcending unto 


Let not our hearts be like the 


. which through hardneſs 


receiveth not the good ſeed®, till 
the evil one cometh, and catcheth 
it away ; nor like the ſtony ground, 


which receiveth it with joy for a 
time, but as ſoon as perſecution 


ariſes, withereth it up; nor like 


Matthew, xiii. 19. 
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the thorny ground, which, by the 


cares of this world, and the de- 
ceitfulneſs of riches, choketh the 
word, and maketh it altogether un- 


fruitful; but grant, O Lord, 
that, like unto the good ground, 
we may receive thy holy word 


with honeſt and good hearts, and 


bring forth fruit with patience, 
in ſuch meaſure as thy witdom 


ſhall think meet for the attainment 


of our exceeding great reward.” Ws 


Strengthen us, O gracious Lord, 


for all our duties; fave us from 


temptation and danger ; comfort 
us whenever we come into trouble 


and adverſity ; guide us through 


this world by thy good provi- 


* dence; 


* 
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dence; and grant that we who 
here meet together to worſhip thee 
on earth, may meet, when this 
life is ended, to praiſe and to adore 
© thee for ever and ever in heavenly 
bleſſedneſs, through the merits, 
and for the ſake of Jeſus Chril 


our Saviour. Amen. 
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cu, VITE: 


Al rnovcn we are called upon 
in a peculiar manner to the re- 

ligious obſervation of every ſeventh 

day, yet ought ſome portion of 

every day to be dedicated to the 
ſervice of our Maker, to implore 
his forgiveneſs of the paſt, to 
entreat his protection for the fu- 
ture, and to invoke his proſperous 
bleſſing on all our undertakings. 
Nor ſhould ſtated periods of wor- 
ſhip be our only communication 
with him; but we ſhould accuſtom 
ourſelves to. think of him in all 
our waking hours, to contemplate 
, WY 5 wa 
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wiſdom and power in the works 
of his hands, to acknowledge his 
. goodneſs in every object of uſe or 
- pleaſure, to delight in giving him 
praiſe in the midſt of every inno- 


cent gratification, in the livelieſt 


hour of ſocial enjoyment. Silent 


acts of gratitude and love will en- 


hance every bleſſing, and diffuſe a 


ſweet ſerenity and cheerfulneſs over 


the mind; for there is nothing ſo 
friendly to joy, fo produdtive of 
_ true pleaſure, ſo peculiarly ſuited 


to the innocence of a youthful 
as devotional ſenſibility. 


heart, 


Never, therefore, think it too 


| ſoon to devote your thoughts to 
God, but offer him the firſt fruits 
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of your underſtanding and . af-, 
fections; and be aſſured that the 
more you increaſe in love to him, 
and delight in his laws, the more 
you will increaſe in happineſs, in 


excellence, and honour; that, in 


proportion as you improve in true. 
religion, you will become dear 
and amiable to your fellow-crea- 


tures, contented and peaceful in 


yourſelf, and qualified to enJoy. 


the beſt bleſſings of this life, as. 


well as to inherit the glorious pro- 


miſe of immortality, _ 

. Now the firſt principles of all 
religion are, belief in God, worthy 
notions of his attributes, and 


ſuitable affections towards him, 


3 Which 
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which will naturally excite a ſin- 


cere defire of obedience. But be- 
fore we can obey his will, we 


muſt know what that will is; we 
muſt inquire in wha? manner he 


has declared it, and where we may 
find thoſe laws which muſt be the 
rule of our actions. 


The great laws of morality are 


indeed written in our hearts, and 
may be diſcovered by reaſon; but 


our reaſon is of ſlow growth, very 
unequally diſpenſed to different 


_ perſons, and confined within very 
narrow limits in all. 
therefore vouchſafed to grant a 
particular revelation of his will; 
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cious as to ſend his Son into the 
world to reclaim us from error 


and wickedneſs, to die for our 


ſins, and to teach us the way to 
eternal life. The holy ſcriptures 


are writings inſpired by God, con- 


taining a true hiſtory of facts; a 5 


true recital of the laws given by 
God to Moſes, and of the pre- 


cepts of our bleſſed Lord and 8Sa- 
viour, delivered from his on 


mouth to his diſciples, and re- 
peated and enlarged upon in the 


Epiſtles of his apoſtles, who, 


after his aſcenſion, were aſſiſted 
and inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Our BIBLE, therefore, muſt be 
a the rule of I We. It muſt be 


gur 


14 
14 
19 
I} 
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our chief ſtudy and delight. {It 


muſt be read, not as a taſk, or as 
the dull employment of that day 
only on which we are forbidden 
more lively entertainments, but 


with a ſincere and ardent deſire of 


inſtruction ; , with that delight 
which the holy Pſalmiſt ſo forcibly 
felt, and which is the natural 
conſequence of loving God and 
virtue. Every part of the ſacred 
volume cannot, of courſe, be 
equally intereſting. It conſiſts of 
various matter, and various kinds 
of books, which muſt be read 
with different views and ſenti- 
ments. The manner in _ 

children uſually read the Bible, is 
10 N 
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really 
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very ill calculated to make them 
really acquainted with it; and too 
many people who have read it 
thus in their youth, perſuade them- 


ſelves that they know enough of 


it, and never afterwards ſtudy it 


with attention when they come to 


and radical defect in education is, 


conſequence, than as the firſt ob- 
ject of human ſtudy, the leading 


is treaſury of knowledge, which 


a maturer age. Indeed, one great 


that religion is rather taught inci- 
dentally, as a matter of inferior 


f 

principle of human actions, and 

d the great animating ſpring of hu- 

man conduct. The holy ſcrip- 
tures are not regarded as a divine 


contains 


"43 
v.41 
1 
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_ contains inſtruction of le 


value, and of infinite importance. 


Some ſhort ſketches of the mat- 


ter compriſed in the different 
books of the BIB LEH may give a 
general notion of what is to be 


expected from each, and heighten 
the reliſh for reading them, by 
belping us to r their 


purport. 

The firſt book, Games, 5, con- 
tains the moſt grand, and, to us, 
the moſt intereſting events that 
ever happened in the univerſe: 
the creation of the world and of 
man; the deplorable fall of man, 


from his firſt ſtate of innocence 


and it to the Aiſtreſled con- 
dition 


"+ 


ditio 


cont 


s Pron 
his 


miſe 
ſince 


Chri 
ſtate 
ſal de 


into 


guage 


the ft 


whoſ 


dienc 


ſight 


make 


tion, 
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's dition in which his deſcendants 
continue; the ſentence of death 
pronounced upon Adam and all | 


his race, with the reviving pro- 


miſe of that deliverance which has 


ſince been wrought for us by Jeſus 


Chriſt; the account of the early 
| Nate of the world; of the univer- 
ſal deluge; the diviſion of mankind 


into different nations and lan- 


guages; the ſtory of Abraham, 


the founder of the Jewiſh people, 
whoſe unſhaken faith and obe- 
dience obtained ſuch favour in the 
ſight of God, that he promiſed to 
make of his poſterity a great na- 


tion, and that in his ſeed (that is, 


in one of his deſcendants) all the 


King=. 


| the father of the twelve tribes, 
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| kingdoms of the earth ſhould be 
bleſſed: this, it will be eaſily 
| ſeen, refers to the Meſſiah, who 
Was to be the bleſſing and deli- 
verance of all nations. This book 
proceeds with the hiſtory of Iſaac, 
which becomes very intereſting to 
us if we conſider him as the type 
of our Saviour; it recounts his 
marriage with Rebecca; the birth 
and hiſtory of his two ſons, Jacob, 


and Eſau, the father of the Edom- ¶ receiv 
ites or Idumeans; the exqui- dient 
ſitely affecting ſtory of Joſeph and af hi: 
-his brethren, and of his tranſ- Non uh. 
Planting: the: nne into Egypt, of te 


who darkn 


— 
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who there multiplied to a great 


nation. 
In Exodus, we read of a ſeries 
Jof wonders wrought by the Al- 
mighty to reſcue the oppreſſed 
, | Ifraclites from the cruel tyranny 


firſt received them as gueſts, by 


a- receive, with reverent and obe- 
i. dient hearts, the awful revelation 


ad Nauf his zeternal lav; impreſſing it 
H- Jon their minds with circumſtanees 
pt, of terror, with blackneſs, and 


hof darkneſs, and tempeſt,” but with- 
i ba „„ 


of the Egyptians, who, having 


degrees reduced them to a ſtate of 
ſlavery. By the moſt peculiar 
), | mercies exerted in their favour, 


s, dd prepared his choſen people to 
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out thoſe encouragements and pro- 
miſes which were afterwards of- 
fered to mankind in the revelation 
of the goſpel. To thoſe great 
laws of morality, which are of 
* Perpetual and univerſal obligation, 
many peculiar inſtitutions were ſu- 
peradded by the miniſtration of 
Moſes, wiſely adapted to different 
ends; either to fix the memory of 
thoſe paſt deliverances which were 
figurative of a future and far greater 
ſal vation; to place inviolable bar- 
riers between the Jews and the 
- idolatrous nations by whom they 
were ſurrounded ;':-or::to ben the 
Civil law by which the. rant 
was to be govemed. . 
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The next book is Leviticus, 
which contains little beſides the 
laws for the ritual obſervance of 
the Jews, and therefore affords no 
great inſtruction to us now. For 
this reaſon we may paſs it over 
entir ely and for the ſame rea- 3 
ſon, the firſt eight chapters of 
Numbers. The reſt of Numbers 
19:bhiefly- a cont inuation of the 


hiſtory, with ſome ritual laws. 


In Deuteronomy. Moſes recapi- 
tulates the foregoing hiſtory, and- 
zealouſly exhorts the people to 
worſhip and obey; that God who 
had worked ſuch amazing won 


ders for them: he, promiſes the 


nobleſt temparal bleſſings if they 


8 2 prove 
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prove obedient, and adds: the moſt 
awful denunciations if they rebel, 
or forſake the true God. 
here it muſt be obſerved, that the 
ſanctions of the Moſaic law were 


temporal rewardsand puniſhments ; 


thoſe of the New Teſtament are 
: eternal, 
directs the method in which the 


IIraelites were to deal with the 
ſeven nations whom they were ap- 


pointed to puniſh for their profli- 


gary and idolatry. He gives them 
excellent laws, civil as well as re- 
ligious: and this book concludes 


with Moſes's ſong and death; - 
The book of Joſhua contains 
the conqueſts of the Iſraelites over 


But 


Moſes, in this book, 
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the ſeven nations, and their eſta- 


bliſhment in the promiſed land. 
For the fake of righteous Abraham 
their founder, and perhaps for 


other; wiſe reaſons - undiſcovered: 


to us; they were ſelected from 4 
world over-run With, idolatry, to to: 
preſerve upon, earth the pure: 
worſhip of the only true God, 


and to be honoured with the birth 
of the Meſſiah amongſt them. 


For this end they were precluded. 


by divine command from mixing 
with any other people, and de- 
fended by a great number of pe- 


culiar rites and obfervances from 


falling into the corrupt worſhip 


aue by their neighbours. 
nord 1 The 
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The book of Fudger, in-which 


are the affecting ſtories of Samſon 


and Jephtha, carries on the hiſtory 


from the death of Joſhua, about 
two hundred and fifty years ; but 
the facts are not told in the times 
in which they happened, which 
makes ſome confuſion; and it is 
neceſſary to conſult the marginal 
dates and notes, as well as the 
index, in order to get any clear 
idea of the ſucceſſion of events 


during that period. 


The hiſtory then AED re- 


gularly through the two books of 
Samuel, and thoſe of Kings. No- 
0 thing can be more intereſting than 

the reigns: of Saul, David, and 


Solomon; 
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Selam ö but after the death of 


Solomon, when ten tribes revolted 
from his ſon Rehoboam, and be- 
came a ſeparate kingdom, it is 
difficult to underſtand diſtinctly 
the hiſtories of the two kingdoms 


blended together, and by the like- 


neſs of names will be apt to con- 
found, without great attention to 


| the index. The ſecond. book of 


Kings concludes with the Baby- 
loniſh captivity, five hundred and 
eighty-cight years before Chriſt ; 
till which time the kingdom of 
Judah bad deſcended in on line of 
David. 

The firſt book of 0 preniaby be- 


gins 


208 THE" IMPORTANCE 
gins with a genealogy from Adam 
through all the tribes of Ifrael and 
Judah; and the remainder is the 
ſame hiſtory which is contained in 
the book of Kings, with little va- 
riation till the ſeparation of the ten 
tribes. From that period it pro- 
ceeds with the hiſtory of the king- 
dom of Judah alone, and gives, 
therefore, a more regular and clear 
account of it than is contained in 
the book of Kings. The ſecond 
of C hronicles ends, like the ſecond 
of nip al with . Babyloniſh 
1 ra ; 
In the book of Ezra- the hiſtory 
is purſued, which gives an ac- 


count of the return: of ſome of 
the 


or RELIGION, 209 
the Jews, on the edict of Cyrus, 
and of the OY che e 
wanple. B A 
Nebemnab carries on the e hiſtory 
for: about twelve years, when he 
himſelf was gon of ON 
* 
The 1 of Eſther i is prior in 
time to that of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah, as may be ſeen by the 
marginal dates; however, as it 
| happened during the feventy years 
captivity, : and is a kind of inci- 
dental narrative; it may be read in 
its own place. This is the laſt of 
y | the canonical. books that is pro- 
c- | perly hiſtorical ; but in the apo- 
ͤ CCC 
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cryphal books uae ee is con- 


tied! ibn en i n 


It is uncertain by ako the 


ſtory of -Fob& was written: many 
parts of it are obſcure; but it is 
well worth ſtudying for its. ex- 
treme beauty, and for the ſublime 
devotion it contains. ©. 

. Next follow. The Pſalms; with 
: which: we cannot be too con- 
verſant. If we have any taſte 


either for true picty ar fine writing. 


they: will afford a continual. de- 
light. Never did the ſpirit of de- 
votion breathe more ſtrongly than 
in theſe divine ſongs; which being 
added to a rich vein of poetry, 
makes them captivating to the 


heart || 


E 


T 
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heart and imagination. There are 
many very ſtriking prophecies of 
the Meſſiah, ſcattered up and 
down the Pſalms, and, indeed, 
throughout the Old Teſtament. 
To bear teſtimony to Hh coming, 
appears to be the great and ulti- 
mate end for which the gift of 
prophecy was beſtowed on the 


ſacred writers. 


The Proverbs and Eccle 0 hs 


are rich ſtores of wiſdom, from 
which we may adopt ſuch maxims 


as may be of infinite uſe, both to 


our temporal and eternal intereſt. 
The Song: of: Solomon is à tme 
pottical een but ite - 


7 


* 5 4 WW 44 & 0 1 e , * 2 C i > 1 ztical 5 


212 THE IMPORTANCE 


tical: reference to religion lies too 


deep for a common. underſtanding. 


Next follow the: Prophecies, 
which are highly deſerving tlie 


_ greateſt attention and ſtudy, as one 


of the main proofs of our religion 
reſts on their teſtimony; but as 
they may be difficult to _ 


ſtand: without aſſiſtance, it i 


better to read them went s | 


expoſition. _ 


The firſt book of the e 


in the: Apocrypha, purſues the 
 thaindiofothorhdſtoiyiiom\Nehe: 


miah, and carries it on till within 


one hundred and ninety- five mars 
of our Saviqur'is nativity- 


The 
| ſecond books 4 is the ſame narrative, 
written 


wratte 
does 1 
ward 

books 
not ac 
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tent io 
cus ar 


thew, 
are ea. 
life, « 


written by a different hand, and 
does not bring the hiſtory ſo for- 
ward as the firſt. The other 
books of the Apocrypha, though 
not admitted as of ſacred authority, 
have many things well worthy at- 
tention, particularly in Eccleſiaſti- 
cus and the Book of Wiſdom. 
We come now to that part of 
ſcripture which is the moſt im- 
portant of all, e New Teſtament 
of our Lord and Saviour IESus 
CuRIsT, who was the meſſenger | 
of peace to guilty man. 
| | Phe four Goſpels of St. Mat- 
; || thew, Marl; Luke, and Fohn, 
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> Þ| are each of them a narrative of the e 
5 _ doctrines, and death, f our 1 
1 | „ bleſſed 5 | 4 
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bleſſed Saviour, and ſhould be our 


conſtant ſtudy all our lives long, 
in order to increaſe in us that love, 

and reverence, and gratitude, to- 
. wards him, which is ſo juſtly due 
for all he did and ſuffered for us 


Every word that fell from his lips 


is more precious than all the trea- 


| ſures upon earth, for his are the 
words of eternal life.” 


Our Sa- 
viour appears to have had three 
great purpoſes in deſcending from 
his glory, and dwelling among 
men: the firſt, to teach them 


true virtue both by his example 


and precepts: the ſecond, to give 


them the moſt forcible motives to 


chepraftice.o of 45 b bringing 


life 
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life and immortality to light:“ 

the third, to facrifice himſelf Fu 
us; to obtain by his death the re- 
miſſion of our fins upon our re- 
pentance and reformation, and the 


power of beſtow ing on his ſincere 
followers the ineſtimable 1 8 of 


immortal happineſs. 518101 

Though the four Goſpels are 
each of them a narration of the 
life and death of Chriſt, yet they 


are not exactly alike, ſince ſome cir- 


cumſtances and ſayings: omitted in 


one, are recorded in another. 

The Atts of the holy Apoſtles; 
endowed with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and authorized by their Divine 


Maſter, come next in order. No- 


1 2 thing 
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thing can be more intereſting and 
edifying than the hiſtory of their 
actions, of the piety, zeal, and 
courage, w 
the glad tidings of ſalvation. The 
character of St. Paul, and his 
miraculous converſion, demand 
particular attention. He was a 
cChoſen veſſel to promote the ho- 
ncdur of God, and the cauſe of 

true religion. 
Ahe Epiſtles make a very im- 
portant part of the New Teſta- 
: ment, and cannot be too much read: 
they contain the moſt excellent pre- 
- cepts and admonitions, and are of 
particular uſe in explaining more 
11 "OP ſeveral dotrines of Chriſ- 
1 tianit), 


with which they preached 


tianit 
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tanity, Which we could not ſo 
fully comprehend without them. 
The Epiſtle of St. James is en- 
tirely practical, and exceedingly 
fine. It ſeems particularly de- 
ſigned to guard Chriſtians againſt 
miſunderſtanding ſome things in 
St. Paul's writings, which have 
been perverted to a dependance on 
k faith alone, without good works. 
The Epiſtles of St. Peter are 
- | alfo full of the beſt inſtructions 
concerning the relative duties of 
life, among which are, eſpecially, 
- || fet forth the duties of wives and 
tf | huſbands, of maſters and ſervants. 
ce | The firſt of St. John is written 
{- MA bs highly figurative ſtyle, which 4 
* „„ „ 


- 2 them, 
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makes it-in ſome parts hard to o be 
underſtood ;- but that love of. God 


and of man, which this beloved 


apoſtle ſo fervently recommends, 
is, in truth, the eſſence of the 


Chriſtian religion, as our Saviour 
himſelf informs us. 


The book of 1 con- 


tains a prophetical account of moſt 
of the great events relating to the 
Chriſtian church, which were to 
happen from the time of the 
writer, St. John, to the end of the 
world. 


The beſt expoſitions are 
neceſſary to aſſiſt us in reading 
this, and ſome other parts of holy 
writ, that we may properly under - 


The 
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The Bible, for its genuine and 
ſuperior excellence above all other 


books, is called TRE Scrip- 


TURES. "Theſe ſcriptures were 
written for our information; and 


though in familiar parables, ſimi- 


litudes, and allegories, our great 2 


Maſter has enforced the doctrines 


of our ſalvation, yet they contain 
ſeveral points too abſtruſe for a 


clear judgment to be formed con- 
cerning them. Whatever is neceſ- 


ſary for us to know, and believe, 
and practiſe, in order to ſalvation, 


is clearly diſplayed in the goſpel 


of Jeſus Chriſt. Thoſe points in 


it that are not fundamental are ſo 


termed becauſe the perception of 
. them 
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cem! 18 not ſo obvious to all men; 


nor are they i in the ſame degree of 
neceſſity to be believed by all men. 
The moral efficacy of the goſpel 


1 does not ſeem to depend upon any 
of thoſe myſterious points which 


N human reaſon cannot fathom, but 
upon the certainty of a future 


ſtate, and upon a belief that the 


rules which the goſpel exhibits 


for our conduct are the written 


will of God. The whole muſt, 


therefore, be read with the greateſt 


reverence, candour, and caution; 
and where there is a diverſity of 
opinion about any text, it is our 


duty to regulate our faith rather 
by what God has delivered, than 


by 


tianit) 
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by what man bas defined. Chrif- 


tianity by no means propoſes to 
mankind a theological code in- 
volved in no perplexities, ſince 


its great myſterious truths cannot 
be ſolved N by the light of nature, | 
nor by the boldeſt flights of phi- 


loſophy. But this circumſtance by 
no means implies impoſlibllity or 


contradiction in the thing itſelf. 
It ariſes from the limited nature of 
the human faculties; and theſe 


myſteries appear to be wiſely 
ſhaded from our view, the better 
to excite in us the ardour of faith, 


and exerciſe the virtues neceſſary 
to obtain the ſublime rewards 


which. are offered to perſevering 
var : piety. 
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piety. 
whatever he may ſuppoſe, who 
explains away the moſt eſſential 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, becauſe 
to his intellect they are unintelli- 
gible. Nor does he merit the 
title of a rational being, who 


either rejects whatever he cannot 


underſtand, or by the aſſiſtance of 
art and ſophiſtry, accounts, in his 
own imagination, for what is 
confeſſedly myſterious. The holy 
goſpel is not founded on the 
wiſdom of man, but on the wiſ- 


dom of God. There are many 


things 1 in it above reaſon; and he 


who is determined at all events to 


bring them to the teſt of reaſon, 


may 


He is not a Chriſtian, 
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may indeed be a ſubtle logician, 
but he is not a proficient in the 
ſchool of Chriſt. The beſt leſſon 


ſuch a perſon can learn is humility. 


Religion alone can perfect what 
ranfan begins. All our laboured 
books, and all our boaſted wiſ- 


dom or philoſophy, are but 
trifles and ſhadows, compared to 
the influence of that grace which 
the Giver of all goodneſs vouch- 
ſafes to the pious and devout. be- 
liever. The Bible alone contains 
the oracles of God, the ſacred re- 
cords of divine truth. Whoever | 


retains a due reverence for this 
invaluable book, and makes it his 
ny and meditation, will con- 


tin ue | 
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tinue grounded and ſettled in the 
faith, and will not be diverted 
from the hopes of the goſpel ; for 


to all that are ſincere lovers of the 
truth, the careful peruſal of the 
holy ſcriptures will afford ſo many 


arguments of their divine autho- 


Tity, as cannot be withſtood by any 


ingenuous and unvitiated mind. 


Nor are they to be regarded only 


as a treatiſe of moral duties, but 
as a ſeries of divine revelations to 
teach us the way to eternal life 
through faith in Chrift; or, as 
St. Paul expreſſes it, the ſcripture 
is to make us wiſe unto: ſalvation 


through faith; that Jeſus is the 


Suri, the Son of God; and that, 
SL believin 8. 
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1 we might law life 
through his name. Now the 
things declared to be the terms and 


| condition of falvation, are re- 
pentance from all evil works, the 
| belief of a reſurrection from the 
: dead, and of a judgment to come, 
| with a ſuitable obedience to our 
+ Lord's commands in the goſpel, 
| and faith in the mercies of God, 
l through the death, merits, and 
5 interceſſion of Chriſt Jeſus. our 
i Saviour: 
8 
e : 
n A PRAYER. 
4 | Blefſed Lord! who haſt cauſed. 
? 


— 1 
= 


" for 


thy holy ſcriptures to be written 


. — Se ec — 
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for 6ur inſtruction, grant us fo to 
hear them, read, mark, learn, 


and inwardly digeſt them, that by 
Patience and comfort of thy holy 


word, we may embrace and ever 
hold faſt the bleſſed hope of ever- 
laſting life, which thou haſt given 


us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
We bleſs and praiſe thine holy 
name, O Lord, for our creation, 
preſervation, and all the bleſſings 


of this life; for our health and 


ſtrength, our food and raiment, 
our FE ds and benefactors; but, 
above all, for thine ineſtimable 
love in the redemption of the 


world by our Lord Jeſus Chr 


fer the means of Brace here, an | 


for 
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8 for the hope of glory hercafter. | 
And we beſeech thee to give us 
that due and deep-telt ſenſe of all 1 


thy mercies, that our hearts and 
ſouls may be unfeignedly thankful, 
and that we may ſhow forth thy 


W praiſe, not only with our lips, 
but in our lives, by giving up our- 
Iſelves more and more to thy ſacred. 
5 ſervice. Afſiſt us, O Lord, with 


thy ſpiritual grace, that we may 
perceive the end and ſcope of thy 
holy ſcriptures, and reverence them 
as thy revealed will, as containing 


the beſt rule of life, the cleareſt 
e | declaration of thy laws, the only 
= aſſurance of pardon to true peni- 


„ tents, 1 
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tents, and of eternal happineſs to 


all virtuous belie vers, through 
the Saviour and Deliverer of the 


world! Teach us to apply this 


knowledge to our preſent and fu- 
ture advantage. When we read of 


thy Judgments, may we ſtand in 
awe of thy power; and when we 
are comforted with thy promiſes 
and mercies, may our hearts be 
filled with gratitude and praiſe. 


Let thy Holy Spirit aſſiſt us to ſub- 
due our irregular deſires, to aid 


our repentance, to ſtrengthen our 
faith, to quicken our obedience, 


cretly 


— — — — EI ” — 


and to keep us ſtedfaſt in every 
= yu reſalution that we have ſe- 
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eretly formed. Enable us eon- 
ſtantly to live in a daily preparation 
to die, that we may employ the 
remainder of our lives to thy 
glory, and the ſalvation of our 
own ſouls ; and vg done thy 
will, and enjoyed thy favour here, 
we may at length be received into 
thoſe crertiftingehabitations which 
are prepared for thoſe faithful 
followers. who are found worthy 
to enter into the joy of their 
Lord.“ Theſe prayers, O hea- 
venly Father! we offer unto thy 
divine majeſty in the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; to 
whom, with thee and the Holy 


T3: Spirit, 


230 THE TMPORTANCE | 


Spirit, be aſcribed, as is moſt. 


due, all thankſgiving and praiſe, 
honour, glory, power, worthip, 
and dominion, both now and ever- 

more. Amen, N 


GOD e 
My gra 
My ſon 
And ch 


When: 


And gr. 
Thy tur 
Shall ch 


When c 


And all 
Joy thre 
And Joo, 


But, oh 
And I : 
With wl 
To join 


ob of my life! through all its days 
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A HYMN, 9 


My grateful heart ſhall ſound thy praiſe; | 
My ſong ſhall wake with opening light, 
And chaſe the dark and filent night. 


When anxious cares would break my reſt, : 


And grief would rend my throbbing breaſt, 
Thy tuneful praiſes, rais'd on high, | 


Shall check the murmur and the ſigh. 


| When death ofer nature ſhall prevail, 


And all the powers of language fail, 
Joy through my heav'n- rais'd eyes ſhall break, 
And look the thanks he cannot ſtat: 


But, oh! when that laſt conflict s o'er, 5 
And J am chain'd to earth no more, 

With what glad accents ſhall I riſe 

To join the muſic of the ſkies! 


ON 


ON LOVE TO MANKIND: 
Fs o Gov! my Saviour and my King, 
Of all I have, or hope, the Spring! 
Send down thy Spirit from above, 
And warm my heart with holy love. 


With pity let my heart o'erflow, 
When I behold a hrother's woe, 
And bear a ſympathizing part 
With all who are of heavy heart. 


And when a neighbour's proſp'rous ſtate 


Shall joy within himſelf create, 
Let me too in his triumph join, 
2 And count his Peace and pleaſure mine. 


Lee love in all my conduct ſhine, 


An image fair, though faint, of thine! 


Let me thy humble follower prove, 
Father of men! great God of love 


ON 


VV 


ON 


ON THE SABBATH. 


Lozp of the Sabbath ! hear our vows, 


On this thy day, in this thy houſe : : 
Accept, as grateful ſacrifice, 


The ſongs which from thy temple riſe, 


Thine e earthly ſabbaths, LozD, we love; 
But there's a nobler reſt above: 
Io that our longing ſouls a pire 


With cheerful hope and ftrong deſire. 25 


No * fatigue, no more diſtreſs, = 
Nor fin, nor death, ſhall reach the place; 


No groans ſhall mingle with the ſongs 
Which dwell upon immortal tongues. 


No rude alarms of angry foes; 


No cares ſhall break the long repoſe ; 
No midnight ſhade, no clouded ſun, 


But ſacred, high, eternal noon, 


O, long-expected day! begin, 
Dawn on theſe realms of grief and ſin; 


: With hope we'll tread the deſtin'd road, 
And ſleep in death, to wake with God. 


N 
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N NEW YEAR's DAV. 


5 Onstkvs,” my ſoul, the narrow bounds 8 
5 Olf the revolving year; oy 
How ſwift the weeks complete their rounds, |} IF 


How ſhort the months 0 


Much of my ferüäng life i Is gone, | | LEM 
Nor will return again; FF. 
And ſwift my paſſing moments run, 55 5 

Te few which yet min. 

80 faſt dernity comes on, « 
And that tremendous day, ne „ 
When all that mortal life has done, 5 5 

Gov's judgment will ſurvey, 5 7 
Awake, my ſoul, with earneſt care e 
Thy true condition learn; en SEM 
What are thy hopes, what is thy fear, RS” 
And what thy chief concern? 8 
Devoutly Yield thyſelf to Gov; 6 
And on his care depend; 85 


With zeal purſue t the heav'nly road, 8 CO +, 
Nor doubt a happy end. 


THE 
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THE VANITY OF LIFE. 


8x the leaves around us falling, 
Dry and wither'd to the ground; 
Thus to thoughtleſs mortals calling, 
With a fad and ſolemn ſound : | 


Sons of Adam, once in Eden, 
Blighted when like us you fell, 

Hear the lecture we are reading, 
T is, alas! the truth we tell. 


„ Maidens, much, too much, preſuming 
On your boaſted white and red, 
View us, late in beauty blooming, 
Number'd now amongſt the dead. 


„ Youths, though yet no loſſes grieve you, 
Gay in health and manly grace, 
Let nc cloudleſs ſkies deceive you: 
Summer gives to autumn place. 


“ Venerable fires, grown hoary, 
Hither turn th' unwilling eye; 

Think, amid your falling glory, 
Autumn tells a winter nigh, 


THE „ Yearly 
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« Yearly i in.our courſe returning, 
Mleſſengers of ſhorteſt ſtay; _ 
Thus we preach this truth concerning, 
_ © Heav'h and earth ſhall paſs away.“ 


On the tree of life eternal, 
of Man, let all thy hopes be ſtay d, 
Which alone for ever vernal, 
| Bears a leaf that ne” er Gall fade ! 1 


=O DIE „ 


THE END. 


VSEVM 
BRITAN 
NIA 
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